Eerald of 
ospel Liberty 


December 15, 1921 


LITTLE town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 


For Christ is born of Mary, and, gathered all above, 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth! 

And praises sing to God the King and peace to men on earth. 


How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heaven. 

No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive Him still, the dear Christ enters in. 


O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in; be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 
—PHILLIPS BROOKS. 
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About Folks and Things 


Surely every heart will be greatly re- 
joiced at the glorious news brought to this 
office last Saturday morning by a telegram 
from Dr. F. H. Peters, pastor of the Defi- 
ance College Church—that every student 
living on Defiance campus had finally de- 
cided for a Christian life, as the results of 
the special three days’ meetings which were 
conducted there last week with the assist- 
ance of Dr. Roy C. Helfenstein. Field Sec- 
retary Melba of.the Y. M. C. A., of Colum- 
bus, Ohio, was also present and rendered 
valuable service. In a letter Dr. Peters 
says: 

The meetings were great even though we 
could hold them but three days. The deep 
earnestness of the students in preparing for 
the meetings and in the work while they 
were in progress made success certain and 
is cause for joy to us all. The spirit of co- 
operation on the part of faculty and all 
concerned was manifest from first to last. 
In some cases students talked and prayed 
with their fellow-students till the midnight 
hour. Dr. Helfenstein endeared himself to 
us all and his seven successive heart-search- 
ing messages made an appeal which the 
most indifferent could hardly resist. 


The Crescent News says: 


Several additions were also received to the 
Life-recruit Band, an organization whose 
members expect to enter some form of defi- 
nite Christian work as a life task. 

Dr. Helfenstein’s powerful messages, sup- 
plemented with personal interviews by him- 
self and Field Secretary Melba of the Y. M. 
Cc, A., had made such a profound influence, 
that yesterday afternoon only a few men and 
women of the student body had failed to take 
a definite stand for the life Dr. Helfenstein 
had presented. In the two hours between the 
close of group meetings yesterday afternoon 
and the opening of the closing service at 7:15, 
the response had been made unanimous. 


Just as we go to press, a letter comes 
from Dr. D. A. Long urging the friends of 
Franklinton College, which he had just vis- 
ited, to send it clothing, flour, and other ne- 
cessities for Christmas. 


Our genial Christian Endeavor Secretary, 
Dr. A. B. Kendall, was recently tendered a 
very enjoyable reception by the members of 
the church at Springfield, Ohio, of which he 
just recently became pastor. 

Rev. A. B. Houseman is now pastor of 
the church at Houston, which he will carry 
in connection with the church at Laura, 
having been pastor of this latter church for 
over a year. 


Rev. G. R. Mell, 700 S. Broadway Street, 
Lima, Ohio, who is pastor of the church at 
Wabash, still has half of his time untaken 
and will be glad to render any service he can 
reach from his home at Lima. 


The church at Pleasant Hill, Ohio, Rev. 
John S. Kegg pastor, held a baptismal serv- 
ice one evening last week in which there 
were twenty-one candidates. In this num- 
ber, there were four family groups, and as 
each family entered the water together it 
made an unusually impressive service. 


Dean D. B. Atkinson, in speaking of the 
“fine student body and most delightful facul- 
ty” at Palmer, says that “the university vis- 
iting committee made their visit very help- 


ful, and assured us that Palmer was re- 
garded as occupying first place among the 
co-educational junior colleges of the State.” 

Rev. J. W. Garrett, pastor at Columbus 
Grove, Ohio, is planning to begin his special 
meetings January 8, and Brother Alferd 
Shumate, of Lima, will have charge of the 
singing. Though becoming pastor of this 
church so recently, Brother Garrett is just 
now planning to push a campaign for Her- 
ald subscribers. 

Rev. J. Alice Dillon, Hartwick, New York, 
has planned for the girls of her Sunday- 
school class to give three missionary play- 
lets. The first has already been given by 
three of the girls, and was very impressive 
and convincing. This plan of missionary 
work is a good one for other Sunday-school 
classes to follow. 


The rededication services of the Sandbank 
Church, Northwestern Indiana Conference, 
Rev.,L. C. Winn pastor, took place on No- 
vember 20. Superintendent Denison preach- 
ed the sermon, and Rev. G. D. Foster, presi- 
dent of the conference, and Rev. M. L. 
Teeters assisted. A fuller account will ap- 
pear next week. 


Rev. F. H. Petersime, who has full-time 
work with the church at Antioch near North 
Manchester, Indiana, and doing excellent 
work there, is undertaking to resuscitate the 
work at Pleasant Grove also. They are 
holding services at this point every two 
weeks in the afternoon, and the beginning 
promises that much good will be done. 

Mrs. Warren H. Denison has just been 
elected president of the Sunday-school 
Graded Union of Montgomery County, which 
is to enlarge its scope of work so that it will 
correspond to the Parent Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation for the day school. This is certain- 
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ly a great field of work in any community 
—to enlist the sympathetic co-operation of 
the parents in the backing of the schools 
and Sunday-schools. 

The church at Enon, Ohio, has done a 
very beautiful thing in giving its pastor, Rev. 
W. Rollo Boehringer, a leave of absence. for 
an indefinite time until his health is suffi- 
ciently restored for the work again. He has 
been below normal for mary months. He 
now plans a complete rest for the winter. 
And meanwhile his church work will be 
looked after by the board of deacons, Dr. 
S Q. Helfenstein assisting them with 
preaching services every two weeks. 
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Rev. J. J. Beisiegel, North Manchester, 
“Indiana, sends a large list of subscribers 
for The Herald, which were secured through 
his own personal and enthusiastic effort. 
This shows what can be done for a church 
paper when the pastor appreciates what it 
means to his church homes and feels his re- 
sponsibility in the matter of encouraging 
the reading of a religious periodical. Brother 
Beisiegel is making an equally good record 
in many lines of his work. 


The great host of friends throughout the 
church of Judge and Mrs. O. W. Whitelock 
will be grieved to learn that they have been 
called upon to suffer the loss of a beloved 
grandson, J. O. Whiteleck, a most promising: 
youth fifteen years of age, whose death was 
caused a week ago by an automobile acci- 
dent. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilfred J. Whitelock, of Huntington, In- 
diana. The prayerful sympathy of all will 
be with the entire family in these days of 
great sorrow. 


Elsewhere in this issue we are publishing 
a communication to the ministers of the 
Miami Ohio Conference from Rev. A. W.- 
Hook, Secretary of Publications of that con- 
ference. Brother Hook is also sending a 
personal appeal to each pastor urging him 
to start an active campaign for Herald and 
Christian Missionary subseriptions at once. 
We cannot too earnestly endorse this ap- 
peal. It has become a matter of most vital 
necessity to the future of our-church that 
The Herald be put into the homes of a larg- 
er number of our people. And undoubted- 
ly the pastor is the key to the situation. 


Rev. J. W. Wellons, the venerable and 
much loved “father in Israel” of our church 
in the Southland, must certainly hold the 
record for number of years among all of 
our ministers—being within four milestones 
of the century mark. We are glad to print 
the following letter from him, and will be 
very deeply interested in knowing whether 
there is any minister among our readers who 
can accept his kindly offer: 

I would be very glad for any minister of 
The Herald of Gospel Liberty family who is 
older than I am to send me his name and ad- 
dress, also one of his pictures. 

I am ninety-six years old on January 1, 
1922. I will send any minister who reports 
himself in this way, whether he send me a 
picture or not, one of my own pictures and 
a copy of Wellons’ “Family Devotions.” 

I have been a reader of The Herald of 
Gospel Liberty for more than fifty years and 
have enjoyed every issue. 

Rev. Eliza L. Brown, so well known in 
this part of the country, who. is now at 
the Methodist Episcopal Home for the Aged 
at College Hill, Ohio, reveals her youthful 
spirit and continuing interest in the Master’s 
Kingdom in the following from a letter 
which she sends enclosing a contribution to 
Defiance College: 

I should like to go to school at Defiance. 
But as I am eighty-one years old, I feel in- 
disposed to study more than I do here. Sun- 
day-school and missionary society, and an 
occasional literary assemblage requiring, 
each one, some effort of pen, study, and 
thought—take several hours of application. 
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“To All the People” 


needed message this year than that which is em- 

braced in the declaration that the meaning of 
Christ’s coming and the fullness of His salvation should 
be “to all the people.” It is this universal element of His 
gospel which has never yet taken a real hold upon the 
hearts of very many of His followers. To almost all of 
us, it is “a gospel with reservations,” and with a more or 
less clearly marked constituency. There are some people 
whom we frankly consider “hopeless.” And we have 
neither faith enough in them nor in the saving power of 
Jesus Christ to put forth any real effort for their reclama- 
tion and salvation. There are sections of our cities, and 
there are homes in our rural communities, which we 
somehow feel to be unreachable. Or if we undertake to 
do anything at all for them, it is with a faint-hearted idea 
that maybe it might be possible to do them some little 
good; but it is with no profound faith that we are going 
to see the day when saints, church leaders, ministers of 
the gospel, missionaries, will come from out of those 
homes and out of that group of bad boys and ill-famed 
girls. Nor are we referring here to the slum type of folks 
only. Experience or observation has taught most of us 
how adequate is the gospel of Jesus Christ for such as 
those. But we mean the hard and cold business men, the 
cynics,.the infidel labor agitators, the sordid capitalists, 
the wealthy young folks who are flinging their lives away 
in high living—these, or their counterparts in your own 
community, few churches ever make any hopeful attempt 
to reach and to save. And the church would instantly be- 
come a transformed and mighty new dynamic in the 
hands of the Master if somehow there could be put into 
it, into your own heart and mine, such a passion for folks 
that we would all know that every human being can be 
saved—and saved in all of the fullest and finest meaning 
of that term. 


UCH a faith is not an easy thing. For it must overleap 
- all racial bounds and include all colors and peoples— 
the black, the yellow, the red; the Jew, the Mexican, the 
Turk; the Bolshevist, and the I. W. W.! How many of 
us have a faith comprehensive enough to embrace all of 
these in a sincere and earnest and sympathetic plan for 
their salvation? Christ came for them as well as for you 
and me. Such as they are included in His hope and His 
dream for the world. Dirty, ill-smelling, brutal, provok- 
ingly willful, despairingly listless and ambitionless, they 
may be; and yet they are an essential part of “all the 
people” for whom Christ lived and died. To question this 
fact is to question His divinity. Christ loves these people 
not because of what they are, nor even because of what 
He hopes they may become through Him; but He loves 
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them because of what He is. He could not be Christ and 
do anything else than love them and love us all alike. And 
the church will never be equal to its mission to humanity 
until you and I, His followers, love these folks like that, 
not because of what they are or may become, but because 
of what we ourselves are—having within us so much of 
the heart of Christ that we yearn and suffer with Him 
for their salvation and betterment. 


UT the import of such faith and love is infinitely larger 
than that which can be contained in the norm of in- 
dividual evangelism. It applies to nations as well as to 
human beings. And it lays down as an underlying prin- 
ciple of national life the compelling consciousness that 
there is no generic superiority of one nation and of one 
race over and above another, that they are all alike shar- 
ers in God’s love and God’s purposes, and that their in- 
equality is not a necessity of His plan but a product of 
man’s incapacities and disadvantages. The acceptance of 
this truth as the working principle of nations would revo- 
lutionize our international system over night. Nowhere. 
else in human life do we find egotism and self-righteous- 
ness so blatantly and so aggressively flaunted as among 
the nations. These two forms of sin which we so roundly 
denounce in individuals, we exalt and glorify in nations. 
We have made self-laudation and the sense of superiority 
a virtue in national affairs, and a- patriotic duty for our. 
citizens. Every American is expected to feel that 
America is a little more God-chosen than any other na- 
tion, as is the Englishman and Frenchman and all the 
rest of them expected to feel towards their own nations. 
Herein is the source and the justification of all the jeal- 
ousies and suspicions and conflicts out of which wars 
grow. It is all absolutely unchristian. It strikes a death- 
dagger into the very heart of the gospel of Jesus Christ 
in its significance and meaning for the nations of the 
world. And there can be no hope of lasting peace until 
the church creates in every Christian nation a Christian 
sense of humility, an overburdening feeling of responsi- 
bility for national stewardship of every resource and 
blessing with which God has favored them, and a quick- 
ened conscience on the service which strength owes to 
weakness and advantage owes to disadvantage. At this 
Christmas time it is right that we shall have much to say 
about the Prince of Peace; but He can never be a Prince 
of lasting and permanent peace to the nations of the. 
earth until there is utterly destroyed in them their spirit 
of national self-righteousness and self-seeking, and they 
live towards each other in recognition ef the truth that. 
they are all equally God’s, and that His yearning for their 
uplift and advancement is to them all and for them all 
alike. 
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Another Illinois Conference Leads Out 


OT long ago The Herald called attention to the plan which 
N had been instituted by the Illinois Conference, providing for a 

circulating library to be supplied the ministers through the 
co-operation of themselves and the conference. And now another 
of our Illinois conferences is leading out along a line which should 
be quickly followed by every conference in the denomination. This 
time it is the Southern Wabash Illinois Conference, and the matter 
is that of ministerial pensions. The plan which has been adopted 
calls for the co-operation of both the preachers and the churches 
in proyiding for a fund out of which these pensions are to be paid. 
The main features are as follows: 


1. Only ministers who are members of the conference and 
have been active within its bounds for five years are eligible for 
pension; and then only when incapacitated for work. 

. Each minister is to pay a fee of five dollars annually 
into the fund. 

8. Each church is to contribute on the following basis: Each 
church member under twenty-one years of age is to pay twenty- 
five cents per annum; and all members over that age are to pay 
annually ten cents for each thousand dollars or fraction thereof 
of property possessed by them. 


4. The pensions are to be based on the number of years 
of service, ranging from five dollars per month after five years 
of service up to thirty dollars per month for thirty years or 
more of service. 


So far as we know, no other conference of our denomination 
has undertaken anything nearly so adequate as this which is being 
attempted by the Southern Wabash. If there is, The Herald is 
anxious to learn of it at once. For the time has come when Chris- 
tian bodies can no longer hold their self-respect and continue as 
backward as most of them have been in the matter of caring for 
their aged or incapacitated servants. Hundreds of business con- 
cerns which make no pretense of Christian brotherhood and Chris- 
tian benevolence have already adopted pension systems by which 
they take care of their own employees and safeguard them against 
destitution and want in the days of their misfortune or old age. 
If the church longer neglects to do so for its own servants, who 
have given their lives so unstintedly and at such financial sacri- 
fice, it will be to its lasting dishonor and to its permanent injury. 

Undoubtedly the financial question has cut a large figure in the 
number of men who are entering the ministry. It is useless to 
try to evade that fact, or to persuade young men wholly to disre- 
gard the financial question when considering their life work. All 
the arguments which can be made on the other side—of other and 
more satisfying compensations than that of the salary—will in 
the minds of thoughtful young men be outweighed by the sight 
of aged ministers of the gospel who are eking out a bare exist- 
ence, dependent upon the more or less open charity of their friends 
or conference. And just so long as the church does not institute 
some plan of pensions by which the ministry, even though paid no 
large salary, can look forward with assurance to an old age of 
respectability and adequate provision, the church will continue to 
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suffer as it is at the present suffering from a woeful dearth of 
ministers. 

A pension system which provides for a fund to be made up 
by the combined fees of the ministry and the laity is almost ideal, 
in that- it furnishes the relief at the same time that it permits the 
beneficiary to feel that he is not the object of charity, inasmuch as 
he himself has annually paid into a fund for this very purpose. It 
is simply a form of insurance against old age and misfortune, simi- 
lar to that which many business concerns provide for their em- 
ployees. Some such method of co-operative insurance should im- 
mediately, in all of our conferences, supplant the present system 
of “aged ministers’ funds,” which are given haphazardly by the 
churches and doled out mainly to the impoverished—a plan which is 
very distasteful to many aged ministers who need help. And it will 
be a glad day for the Christian Church and one which promises 
much for an adequate and well-trained ministry in the future when 
The Herald can announce that it has been done in all of them. 


Of Course It Was Fun 


OT long ago one Sunday afternoon a couple of Sunday-school 
teachers took a score of little boys and girls from the elemen- 
tary department out to visit a little sick playmate in the 

country. Each child carried some little gift of his own choosing, 
which he left to be unwrapped and enjoyed after their departure. 
An hour was spent in quiet little games and songs; and a gloomy 
afternoon was not only passed quickly for a sick child, but also 
made easy for a weary mother. But the greatest enjoyment by far 
was that of the little visitors themselves. They were perfectly de- 
lighted with the experience and wished for its frequent repetition. 

It is ever thus. Unless their childish hearts have been perverted 
into selfish ways by mistraining, children love to do something for 
others and to give something to others. The jolliest and best fun 
they ever have is that which permits some sort of an expression of 
their generosity and gives some outlet for their love of service. 
That this trait so frequently is soon outgrown and lost, is one of 
the sad commentaries upon the rearing which they get from their 
elders. The average parent continually cultivates selfishness in 
the heart of his child—by his lavish gifts and constant attentions, 
at the same time requiring from it no gifts and no service for 
others. Many parents even discourage the child which wants to 
share with them or to serve them. And there are literally thou- 
sands of Christian fathers who think that they are doing a kindness 
to their children by “subscribing to the church” a lump sum for the 
entire family, instead of permitting each child from the oldest to 
the youngest to give something in his own name and out of his 
own little savings. It is not only an ideal way to cultivate selfish- 
ness and to kill the Christian spirit in the heart of the child, but 
it is also a cruel way of robbing the child of a joy and satisfaction 
for which the child heart hungers. The parent who wishes to give 
his child the largest possible measure of enjoyment must give it, 
from its infancy, an opportunity to give and to serve and to share 
its blessings with others. And this is fundamental to character- 
building as well as to the child’s joy. 


The Trend of Events ; 


The President’s Message and the Tariff Question 


The message which President Harding sent to Congress on its 
reassembling last week dealt with a number of problems; and left 
others, including the most perplexing question of taxation, for 
separate and later messages. The President appeals for the spirit 
of co-operation and party concord in Congress; asks more definite 
aid for farming communities; urgently recommends an appropria- 
tion to supply the American Relief Administration in Russia with 
10,000,000 bushels of corn and 1,000,000 bushels of seed grains— 
not only to save the starving but to enable planting for the new 
harvests when the spring arrives; advises the reclamation of vast 
unclaimed areas of land; and touches upon many other questions. 
But two of the President’s recommendations are so outstanding and 


commendable that The Herald wishes to give them explicit endorse- 
ment. 


The first is that in which the President recognizes the absolute 
need for some new way of handling the tariff question, which for 
generations has been a source of endless contention and a perfect 
nuisance and detriment in our national life. Politicians have used 
it unconscionably to stampede people to cast their vote according 
to their prejudices on this one issue, disregarding other vastly more 
important issues in the same elections. “Proteetion” and “free 
trade” have been terms with which political agitators have deceived 
the general public most pathetically. Nothing in our national life 
has been more nonsensical and absurd than the way in which the 
tariff has been made a party issue—a subject of such intricate and 
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technical knowledge bandied about in public campaigns in which 
people have grown wildly enthusiastic on this side or that of a 
question on which they had little or no real, reliable knowledge 
whatever. The whole plan of tariff legislation by partisan action, 
and by “log rolling” trades and agreements between members of 
Congress, is absolutely wrong. The President, in “asking a more 
flexible policy than we have provided heretofore,” by which “rates 
may be adjusted to meet changing and unusual conditions, which 
cannot be accurately anticipated,” recommends “the extension of 
the powers of the Tariff Commission, so that it can adapt itself to 
a scientific and wholly just administration of the law.” In doing 
this, he touches in principle the only wise and businesslike method 
of handling the intricate and confusing tariff question, and that is 
by a competent, non-partisan tariff commission, into whose hands 
the whole question of tariff rates and schedules shall be given, with 
power to act. Tariff schedules should not be fixed and permanent 
affairs, nor dependent upon congressional action—no more than 
should railroad rates. And just as our Railway Commission is 
free to handle the whole subject of railway fares and rates, so 
should the Tariff Commission be given autonomy over tariff sched- 
ules. Such authority, of course, must be carefully safeguarded; 
and the people must still retain for themselves the right to lay 
down, through Congress, general principles and policies for the 
guidance of this commission. The enactment of some such plan to 
take the tariff out of politics and place it under economically wise 
and sane arrangement would be one of the most beneficial things 
this nation could possibly do at the present time. 


The President Advocates Industrial Courts 


A recommendation of even greater importance, and equally 
revolutionary to our present methods, is that in which the Presi- 
dent suggests “that it should be possible to set up judicial er quasi- 
judicial tribunals for the consideration and determination of all 
[industrial] disputes which menace the public welfare.” The Presi- 
dent says: 

To accomplish this would involve the necessity to develop a 
thoroughgoing code of practice in dealing with such affairs. It 
might be well to frankly set forth the superior interest of the 
community as a whole to either the labor group or the capital group. 
With rights, privileges ef immunities, and modes of organization 
thus carefully defined it should be possible to set up judicial or 
quasi-judicial tribunals for the consideration and determination of 
all disputes which menace the public welfare. 

But what would be wiser than to approach the whole industrial 
conflict in some such sensible and practical way? Present methods, 
with their inevitable conflicts, are becoming intolerable to a suf- 
fering public. The President declares: 

The right of labor to organize is just as fundamental and neces- 
sary as is the right of capital to organize. The right of labor to 
negotiate, to deal with and solve its particular problems in an 
organized way, through its chosen agents, is just as essential as is 
the right of capital to organize, to maintain corporations, to limit 
the liabilities of stockholders. Indeed, we have come to recognize 
that the limited liability of the citizen as a member of a labor or- 
ganization closely parallels the limitation of liability of the citizen 
as a stockholder in a corporation for profit. Along this line of 
reasoning we shall make the greatest progress toward solution of 
our problem of capital and labor. 

The President advocates “well-defined principles of regulation 
and superivsion in order to conserve the public’s interest” over 
labor organizations, the same as over business corporations. With 
this we agree. But we do feel that he does not give a balanced 
principle when he says that just as a corporation shall not be al- 
lowed “to impose undue exactions upon the public” so it is not 
desirable that labor organizations be permitted “to exact unfair 
terms of employment or subject the public to actual distresses in 
order to enforce its terms.” It is perfectly obvious to any judicial 
mind that we have just as good a right to insist that business cor- 
porations shall not “exact unfair terms of employment” as we have 
that labor organizations shall not; and President Harding 
was remiss in not making that specific point plain and 
emphatic. The recognition of this point is underlying and 
fundamental to the success of any industrial court such as that 
which he advocates. However the heart of his contention is so 
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just and right that sooner or later it must be covered by effective 
legislative enactment. He says: 

Just as we are earnestly seeking for procedures whereby to ad- 
just and settle political differences between nations without resort 
to war, so we may well look about for means to settle the differ- 
ences between organized capital and organized labor without resort 
to those forms of warfare which we recognize under the name of 
strikes, lockouts, boycotts, and the like . . In an industrial 
society such as ours, the strike, the lockout, and the boycott are 
as much out of place and as disastrous in their results as is war or 
armed revolution in the domain of politics. The same disposition 
to reasonableness, to conciliation, to recognition of the other side’s 
point of view, the same provision of fair and recognized tribunals 
and processes ought to make it possible to solve the one set of ques- 
tions as easily as the other. I believe the solution is possible. 


As The Herald has so often pointed out, labor now has no other 
final defense or appeal than the strike. And so long as they have 
no other recourse or protection, workingmen will strike, no matter 
what the law or public opinion may say. Again and again we have 
insisted that it is the duty of government to furnish some judicial 
machinery by which industrial differences can be peacefully settled 
—and settled with a great measure of certainty that a fair degree 
of justice to both sides will be attained. Kansas has already led 
the way in the establishment of such a system of industrial courts 
-—and the experiment is working well. The Herald earnestly ap- 
proves of President Harding’s recommendation that a similar plan 
be instituted throughout the nation; and it urges Christian people 
everywhere to use their utmost influence upon Congress to bring 
it about. 


A Plea for Christian Unity and International Friendship 


There is perhaps no one person who is doing more at the pres- 
ent time for the promotion of Christian unity than Dr. Peter Ains- 
lie. Both as a forceful writer and speaker he is doing much to 
enlighten and convince men and women of the necessity that the 
followers of Jesus Christ shall cease to be divided and become one. 
For thirty years he has been the pastor of a great Disciple Church 
in the city of Baltimore. Knowing how intensely his heart is con- 
cerned for the union of the followers of Christ and for international 
friendship, his people have given him a year’s leave of absence, 
which he is devoting to forwarding these two movements. Last 
week he visited Dayton. One of the addresses which he made while 
here was before the federated churches of this city. His fine spirit 
as well as his logical reasoning found a ready response in this 
group representing many different denominations. With surpris- 
ing frankness he began by declaring that, “There is no sense in 
our being apart!” The things which the various denominations 
have that are divine, he said, are the things which we all have in 
common; and the things which we do not have in common, are not. 
divine. People are not asking for our theological interpretations 
of God; but for our warm, social interpretation of Him. All of 
the barriers that separate our churches from each other are arti- 
ficial—not vital ones. One of the most serious conditions in the 
life of America and of Europe today is that we are losing the sense 
of reality. God, Christ, the Spirit, human experiences, are real— 
but we are losing the sense of their reality, and doing so, he be- 
lieves, because we have tried to make superficial things essential. 
Because we have not distinguished between the superficial and the 
vital, people are losing the power to grasp the reality. He laid 
emphasis upon the fact that when we approach another denomina- 
tion, we do it to make “different Christians,” instead of “better 
Christians.” The question of church union is not what any de- 
nomination will have to give up for the sake of union, but what it 
has to give to the union—what to give that will add to the enrich- 
ment of the souls of men. We are confronting today issues greater 
than ever before, and they simply cannot be faced satisfactorily 
by a divided church. 

Turning to the thought of international friendship, he nar- 
rated some striking experiences in which he shared in the peace 
movement in Europe both preceding the beginning of the war in 
1914 and since its close. The one greatest obstacle in the way 
of reconstructing the life of the world, he declares, is the terrible 
spirit of suspicion which is prevalent almost everywhere—the sus- 
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picion which nation bears towards nation and race towards race. 
One may find it in America and everywhere. The saddest thing 
in Europe today is the manner in which France has become the 
slave of its suspicion and dreadful fear of Germany. France is 
not really among the conquering nations, because it is shackled by 
its own nightmare of fear and suspicion. This spirit must be 
driven out of nations and of peoples, and confidence in each other 
must be established. We followers of the Prince of Peace must 
bridge the chasm which now separates group from group and na- 
tion from nation. And the church must create a world conscience 
to sustain international laws and international courts, which will 
be ineffective and useless unless they are backed by strong and com- 
pelling public opinion in the nations. This a divided church cannot 
do. It has too many quarrels among its own divisions to function 
as an intermediary of peace between the nations. Before it can 
accomplish the task which lies before it, it simply must become a 
united church, as Christ prayed that we might be. 

Even more impressive than this unusually fine address was 
the reaction of the audience. The response was spontaneous and 
enthusiastic, and the writer heard many, of various denominations, 
giving heartiest assent to the appeal. His message is meeting 
with similar commendation everywhere. Surely the movement for 
the union of Christ’s followers is under way with an irresistible 
power. 

A very pleasant feature of Dr. Ainslie’s visit, so far as the 
officials of our own Publishing House here are concerned, was his 
visit to our various offices, and the delightful little luncheon at 
the Gibbons Hotel at which he was the guest of the general officers 
of the Christian Church living in Dayton. 


A Grievous Injustice That Is Common in America 

An inconspicuous news item in a Dayton paper last week re- 
vealed a condition which long ago should have been relegated to 
the limbo with other barbaric and uncivilized methods of handling 
a situation. And yet it still maintains in the judicial system of 
this and perhaps every other State in this country. It is the in- 
justice which individuals and families are called upon to suffer 
through the unnecessary and unpardonable delay in bringing to 
trial those accused of crime. The item instanced relates how a 
certain man has just spent nearly eight months in the county jail 
in this city awaiting trial on some sort of criminal charge; and 
when, at the expiration of that long period of enforced waiting 
and idleness, he was released, he was arrested at the jail doors 
cn a new charge of non-support of his wife and child, part of which 
non-support occurred during the term of his imprisonment. The 
shameful injustice is obvious to every one. In the first place, the 
accused is kept in jail for the greater part of a year before either 
his guilt or his innocence is established. This is done in thousands 
of instances throughout our country every year; and in literally 
hundreds of them, the individual is proven to have been absolutely 
innocent, and finally set at liberty. Yet he has suffered all of the 
humiliation, and loss of time and money, as well as the physical 
discomfort; and yet has practically no recourse whatever against 
‘the State which has done him or her such a grievous wrong. 

But still worse, in hundreds of instances those held in jail 
awaiting some trial are accused of no crime whatever; but are 
simply held as witnesses. Their guilt or their innocence is not a mat- 
ter in question. But simply because by some turn of circumstance 
they have witnessed some act that has transpired, or are supposed to 
know something vital to the evidence of a trial, these poor unfor- 
tunates, usually without friends and always without money or in- 
fluential backing, are thrown into jail and kept there for weeks 
and even months awaiting the time when some other person shall 
be placed upon trial. Such a procedure is so unthinkably cruel 
and so inhumanly unfair, and savors so much of semi-civilized 
Mexico, that it ought not to be thought of as even possible in any 
civilized nation on earth today. And yet it is a common practice 
throughout this great nation of ours! 

But the only sufferer is not the accused or the witness lying 
in jail. In thousands of instances there is a wife and children, or 
some other dependents, who are being robbed of the financial sup- 
port as well as of the comradeship of the one thus imposed upon. 
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lt would be hard to conceive of a more stupendous blunder for 
an intelligent government to perpetrate against an individual and 
a home. Society has a right to demand that every parent shall 
fulfill his or her obligation to the home and to the children or de- 
pendents of that home; and any judicial and police system which 
makes it impossible for him or her to do so is committing a griev- 
ous wrong against both the home and society. And this wrong 
is all the more inexcusable when it is perpetrated upon the de- 
pendents of some one whose innocence or guilt has not yet been 
established, or who is simply being held in the capacity of witness. 
The time has come when such a thing should not be tolerated any 
longer. 

And if police officials and lawyers and judges have not mind 
enough and heart enough to evolve some better and more humane, 
and more modern, method of procedure to cover such cases, then 
our legislatures should enact laws prohibiting such delays and such 
offenses against justice. 


oo 


One of the comforting thoughts expressed by the old psalmist 
was that a thousand years are but as a watch in the night to 
God. It would wonderfully help those interested in Christian prog- 
ress, especially along the lines of social and economic betterment, 
if they would always remember this. We are prone to grow too 
impatient and to judge things as they are today rather than by 
the progress which they have been making. Take it with the Ne- 
gro problem, for instance. In some ways the outlook is discourag- 
ing; but let us remember that in 1860 the Negroes had neither 
property nor rights, and that today they own 500,000 homes, and 
operate a million farms, about one-fourth of which they own. Illit- 
eracy among the colored race has decreased from ninety to thirty 
percent, and about two million are enrolled in schools. Thousands 
of Negroes are making good as teachers, and in business and pro- 
fessional life. Members of their race have made notable contri- 
butions to science, art, and letters. When we consider all this 
advancement we may well ponder as to what are the inherent 
qualities of men and women who, under such conditions, have been 
able to accomplish so much in so short a time. 


oo 


The many who had learned to know Everyland as a magazine of 
unusual merit, for children, being a missionary publication of fas- 
cinating interest and information for younger folks, will be pleased 
to know that its publication is to be renewed. Fora time after the 
failure of the Interchurch World Movement, it was discontinued. 
Hereafter it will be published by the Central Committee of the 
United Study of Foreign Missions, at 300 Ford Building, Boston, 
Massachusetts. The subscription price will be $1.50 a year; and in 
clubs of five or more, $1.00. The first issue will be dated January, 
1922, but will appear in ample time for Christmas. There will be 
ten numbers during the year, July and August being omitted. 


Oo 


The United States is not without its own colonial troubles. The 
governor of Porto Rico, Mr. EF. M. Reily; who was appointed by 
President Harding, is not giving satisfaction to the native popula- 
tion of that Island. From the very first, he has said and done 
many indiscreet things and given the Porto Ricans the impression 
that he has little sympathy with them. Two weeks ago a majority 
of the members of the Porto Rican Assembly united in asking Presi- 
dent Harding for his removal. And of course this general dis- 
satisfaction gives great encouragement to the movements in the 
Island for independence and home rule. 


Co 


The liquor interests still continue their fight with a “Never say 
die” spirit. They have just succeeded in having entered into Con- 
gress a bill which would provide for federal local option for beer 
and wine. The main interest in this bill for prohibitionists just 
now is the fact that it is another indication of how vitally impor- 
tant it is that the dry forces in every community see to it that 
plans are under way to prevent the election of any “wet” congress- 
men next year. . 
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O what day of the calendar does every 
T one turn with deepest interest? Per- 

haps to none more than to Christmas. 
Why is this day singled out as the. best of 
all the year? We find a study of the word 
“Christmas” helpfully suggestive. Christ- 
mas is a compound word, the first six letters 
of which give the name and title of the 
greatest personage that ever walked the 
earth. His was the only birth ever cele- 
brated by an angel choir. With the return 
of the Christmas season we are reminded of 
the angels’ song and the shepherds’ joy of 
long ago, when the world’s Redeemer lay in 
the manger cradle in Bethlehem. The 
echoes of that song still ring clear and sweet 
over many lands and the joy that gladdened 
the shepherds’ hearts is experienced by all 
who give Jesus a welcome into their own 
hearts and lives, who rejoice in the celebra- 
tion of His birthday anniversary because of 
their association with Him, in His work of 
redemption. The last three letters of the 
word “Christmas” mean service, and hold a 
bit of history relative to the origin of the 
day and the method of its observance. Serv- 
ices in honor of Christ were held in former 
centuries more generally than now. The 
significance of the day should lead to such 
a use of it as to enrich our spiritual under- 
standing and quicken our love for Him who 
gave himself for us. There are too many 
who forget the origin of the day and think 
of Christmas only as a time in which to 
enjoy themselves, to have an extra good 
time in a selfish way and so see little, know 
less, and learn nothing of Christ and fail to 
manifest the true Christmas spirit. 

The secret of Christmas joy is not in get- 
ting but in giving, not so much to those who 
have, as to those who need. In this way can 
be realized the blessedness of which Christ 
said, “It is more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive.” The advent of the Son of God into 
the world as Messiah, Savior, and Redeemer, 
challenges our highest and holiest thought. 
By no other person has the world been so 
honored as by the Son of God, and by no 
other life has the world been so helped and 
blessed as by the life of Christ. By no other 
one has so much peace and joy been intro- 
duced into the world as by the one whose 
birth Christmas commemorates. 

Christmas is dear both to children and 
grown people. The delightful stories of the 
Babe of Bethlehem to which little ones 
listen endear the day to them. The Christ- 
mas exercises in which they take part, make 
Christmas memorable. The bright vision of 
the Christmas trees on which hang so many 
delightful surprises enhances the importance 
of the day to children. There is no other 
day that so magnifies home joys as does 
Christmas and this is true for both the 
young and the older members of the house- 
hold. There is no deeper satisfaction to 
parents than witnessing their children’s en- 
joyment, but without the true Christmas 


Christmas 


BY REV. S. Q. HELFENSTEIN, D. D. 
Editor Sunday-school Literature 


spirit, the day’s influence and helpfulness 
are in a measure lost. Christ forgot him- 
self in service and love for others. Christ- 
mas means most to those who think most of 
others and Christmas joy comes through 
blessing other lives. Christmas should be a 
time when the whole being is filled with holy 
aspirations and sincere desires to honor 
Christ, by making the anniversary of His 
birth deeply significant to those with whom 
we associate. 


No other period of all the year receives 
so much attention as does the Christmas 
time. Long before it arrives, a great cur- 
rent of thought moves toward the approach- 
ing day. Old and young, rich and poor, all 
think over their plans for Christmas fes- 
tivities. Some choose to please their own 
vanity, some to enjoy showers of praise, 
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Only a Babe 


Only a Babe, and a world still and 
sleeping; 

Only poor shepherds, their night vigil 
keeping; 

Only the light of a bright-gleaming 
star; 

Only a song that sounds from afar; 
And “only a.Babe.” 


Only a world that is sin-sick and 
weary; 
Only a highway so long and so dreary; 
Only a road trailing down to the west; 
Only a multitude hungry for rest; 
And “only a Babe.” 





Only a Babe, but now grown to Man- 
hood, 

In service and sacrifice giving His 
life-blood, 

Startling the world with words 
strange and new, 

Unveiling the beauty of God to the 
view 

And “only a Babe.” 


Only a Babe, now teaching and heal- 
ing, 

In love and compassion the Father re- 
vealing, 

Forgiving and merciful, helpful and 
good, 

Amongst men, the King in His beau- 
ty, He stood— 

And “only a Babe.” 

Only a Babe: but He brought us re- 
demption ; 

To the title of heirs He gave us pre- 
emption; 

And the world, with its wealth and 
its learning and might, 

Will yet kneel to Him who on that 
still night 

Was “only a Babe.” 
—The Christian Monthly. 
———————————————————————————————————————) 


some to please their friends and some to 
please the Master, whose anniversary is be- 
ing celebrated. To not a few Christmas 
time brings perplexity, the whole gamut of 
giftdom has been gone over so completely 
that it is a brain puzzling question. To many 
the selection of gifts would be easy if only 
the means with which to buy could be had. 
Others worry for fear their gifts will not 
please, and still others fear their selection 
will not equal in beauty, or value those that 
come to them. But such worry is light com- 
pared with that of fathers and mothers who 
deeply love their children and yet have to 
see the day come and go with no means of 
creating -or increasing Christmas joy for 
their little ones. While other children are 
clapping their hands in glee over well-filled 
stockings, they are obliged to see their little 
ones sad and gleeless, with no candies to 
cheer, no toys to delight, no presents to glad- 
den. The Christmastide is an ebb tide to 
them, as with heavy hearts they see their 
children’s expectant looks meet with utter 
disappointment. The earth is big and has 
yielded much, enough for all to share richly. 
There has been a failure in apportionment 
somewhere; hence Christmas does not mean 
much to some, but the Greatest Giver says, 
“Blessed are the poor.” So let us hope He 
has a better day for them in His plans and 
that somewhere, somehow, the joy of an 
eternal Christmas shall be theirs. 


The unwritten history of Christmas and 
Christmas customs would make interesting 
reading. In the long ago, some one invented 
the yule candle, much larger than the or- 
dinary candle, and long enough, perhaps to 
burn all night, giving a bright light and be- 
ing a wonder to the children who saw it only 
once a year and perhaps wished they might 
have one every night. One wonders how the 
custom of rolling in the big yule log on 
Christmas Eve arose. Perhaps it was a 
transference of the custom of an ancient 
people who wanted light and heat the whole 
night long to assist. them in their merry- 
making. We know that many methods of 
celebrating Christmas do not savor of re- 
ligious devotion and many fail to honor 
Christ, but rather dishonor Him by worldli- 
ness and self-indulgence which preclude all 
thought of Christian worship. But the yule 
candle and the yule log added to the com- 
fort of the household that knew nothing of 
present-day luxuries. 


The Christmas box is a custom that has 
grown in favor and furnishes a joyful sur- 
prise and great delight to many a one away 
from home. Christmas cards are much used 
at the present time. Many fathers and 
mothers can remember when there were 
none, as the custom arose in the decade be- 
tween 1870 and 1880. Like the valentine 
custom, it makes heavy work for the post- 
office employees, but a card is an inexpensive 
remembrance that brings joy to many hearts 
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as it reminds friends that they are thought 
of at the time of good cheer. There are some 
Christmas customs that do credit to neither 
the day nor the doer, while others carry out 
the spirit of Christmas and make many 
hearts glad, such as giving a good dinner 
to the poor, leaving a turkey or a roast of 
beef or a sack of flour on the doorstep of 
the needy. Since this is pleasing to Him 
whose name forms the basis of our word 
“Christmas” He will be delighted to say to 
such, “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these my brethren, ye 
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have done it unto me.” Those who properly 
celebrate Christmas in the true Christmas 
spirit, will not have sad reflections in the 
days that follow. No one should put him- 
self under undue strain or take upon him- 
self burdens beyond his strength from a de- 
sire to outdue others or merely to gain a 
reputation for generosity. Christmas giving, 
like all other giving, should be from purest 
motives and with the desire to please Him 
who has made the joy of Christmas possible 
to all. 
Dayton, Ohio. 


My Soul Doth Magnify the Lord 


BY REV. J. E. KAUFFMAN, A. M., B. D. 


HE wind was cold and whistling and 
the snow was trimming, with a white- 
ness and beauty all its own, the out- 

side world. Inside a man sat on a com- 
fortable rocker by a warm fire, the red 
flames of which caused shadows to dance 
about on the wall. As he sat he mused of 
the wonderful night when the stars led the 
Wise Men and the shepherds to the birth- 
place of the little Child. 

Other children had been born into the 
world. His own children had come into it. 
They were normal, vigorous, active, with 
great opportunities before them. But none 
like the Child in whose blue eyes the shep- 
herds gazed on that momentous night. 

Why the happy Christmas? Why the un- 
usual importance attached to the birth of 
the young child of Mary? Why is the whole 
world looking with a deep reverence, and 
attracted by an invisible and compelling 
psychic power to this birthday? 

In this spirit of wonder and quest for the 
truth he continued to muse as the minutes 
went slowly by. The light came, the mind 
was illuminated, and one by one passages 
from the Holy Word passed through his 
mind with a pristine freshness, clear mean- 
ing,.and new importance never before real- 
ized. As the preciousness and beauty of the 
vital truths pressed themselves on his heart 
and soul they overflowed with spontaneous 
expressions of the spiritual man. Again was 
heard the thrilling melody and warm words 
of a soul which felt anew the Love of God, 
“My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my 
spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior . 
and His mercy is on them that fear Him 
from generation to generation.” 

Like Mary, the mother of Jesus, his heart 
was touched with the Holy Spirit; and his 
lips moved with thanksgiving and sweet 
gratitude to God his Savior. 

“My soul doth magnify the Lord” is the 
secret response, expressed or unexpressed, 
of all who enter the Holy Place and there 
breathe in the prophetic meaning of Christ- 
mas, 

“God has given His only begotten Son” 
that we “should not perish but have ever- 
lasting life.” Hebrew literature has its 
climax in the beautiful picture given by the 
beloved physician, Luke, “Lo, the angel of 


the Lord came upon them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone round about them: and the 
angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David, a SAVIOR, 
WHICH IS CHRIST THE LORD.” So 
there came to pass the glorious fulfillment 
of the hopes of the great prophets. The 


HAM 
A Song at Christmas Time 


At Christmas Time, away from all 

The turmoil and the strife, 

The worry and the weariness, 

The droning cares of life— 

I love to wander back, in thought, 

To calm Judean plains, 

And catch the song the shepherds heard, 
That fell in heavenly strains. 


At Christmas Time I love to rest 

With Wise Men from afar, 

Who brought to One their treasure- 
gifts— 

Gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

Naught was to them too precious, 

Nor distance was too great, 

Whose gifts were laid in holy awe 

And worship at His feet. 


If you would catch the sweetest song 
Of Heaven at Christmas Time, 

If you would, on this wondrous day, 
The richest Treasure find— 

Then learn from lowly shepherds 
Who watched through all the night; 
And Wise Men, patient pressing on, 
In Heaven’s guiding light. 

—Mrs. I. J. Spencer, in World Call. 
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peoples of the earth shall be redeemed and all 
of life glorified. The mountains and the 
hills break forth into singing before the 
Lord for He cometh to reign with loving- 
kindness and righteousness. 

“My soul doth magnify the Lord,” is the 
holy sentiment of all who have entered the 
Holy of Holies and there had a personal ex- 
perience of the meaning of Christmas. It 
carries a personal message of redemption 
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and transformation for every one. In it is 
the hope and the way of becoming what 
otherwise one could never be, and of doing 
that which one could not do. It points to 
the open road and the shining way to the 
highest attainment, the most virtuous: char- 
acter, and the abundant life. 

We are to be different men and women 
for our sins are to be forgiven. One has 
come with authority and power from the 
Lord of all, and by His life and gospel we 
are to be saved from the guilt and destruc- 
tiveness of the forces of darkness. They 
are no longer to have ultimate dominion 
over us; but we are to walk in newness of 
life and live not after the flesh but after 
the spirit. Man is to be free from his 
greatest enemy, sin; and from his last 
enemy, death. 

The child born is the Savior, who tunes 
us to the rythm of the symphonies of 
heaven. He links us to spiritual realities; 
and makes our relationship with the Father 
harmonious and secure. Now we have a 
living union with God who is perfect and 
blessed forever. As the wireless instrument 
receives and transmits messages, so the dis- 
ciple of Jesus in living union with Him 
may have communion with the Father. On 
the birthday which Christmas celebrates, 
God completed the connection with earth; 
and Jesus became the living way to the 
Father. For these things my soul doth 
magnify the Lord. 

Famine has been a terror to the race, 
taking its toll of millions. But Jesus comes 
with the bread of life, not material, but 
spiritual from heaven. “My Father,” said 
Jesus, “giveth you the true bread from 
heaven”—and it is to give life to the people 
of the world. The hungry and famished 
soul can be abundantly supplied and fully 
satisfied. We have only to eat at the Mas- 
ter’s table and be strong and of good cour- 
age, to witness for Him in our own com- 
munity, in our own nation, and in the ut- 
termost parts of the earth. 

In this life there are many parched and 
dry places. There are longings and thirst- 
ings which things external do not appease. 
There are souls panting for refreshing 
waters. For all such, in the Christmas 
Child there is the fountain that shall never 
run dry. “Whosoever drinketh of the 
water that I shall give him shall never 
thirst; but the water that I shall give him 
shall be in him a well of water springing 
up into éverlasting life.” Aft the Christ- 
mas time we may magnify the Lord; for 
He implants in us a well of life-giving 
waters. 

Men are weak and impotent in and of 
themselves. They feel an incompleteness. 
They can do many things; but there are 
far more important things to be accom- 
plished which cannot be done by mental and 
physical prowess alone. In the creation of 
man, the Supreme Being arranged that if 
man’s will would be in harmony with His, 
be obedient and not rebellious, then Divine 


strength would be available, and man should 
be made whole and complete and be enabled 
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to accomplish greater things. In Christ 
God makes available for His children sus- 
taining strength. 

We, are troubled, restless, uneasy, tossed 
about, and without anchor. But the little 
babe born in the quaint town of Bethlehem 
stands for heavenly peace. Hear the an- 
gels singing: “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 
Hear Jesus saying: “My peace I give unto 
you, not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you . . . Let not your heart be troubled 
neither let it be afraid.” In Him we may 
rest in heavenly peace, as calm and perfect 
as the peaceful and holy night when angels, 
amidst the glorious Shekinah, sang to the 
shepherds of the joy and peace of the im- 
mortals. 

“Silent night, Holy night, 

All is calm, all is bright. 

Glories stream from heaven afar; 
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia. 


Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born.” 


For heavenly peace and_ sustaining 
strength my soul doth magnify the Lord. 


We seek life. We love to live. Death we 
hate; to us it is repulsive. It causes more 
bitter tears than any other thing with which 
we come in inevitable contact. No way to es- 
cape physical dissolution. All must die. 
Yet, we shall not die, but live. Jesus stands 
beside the tomb, His eyes on the hills from 
whence comes the Father’s help. “I am the 
resurrection and the life Lazarus, 
come forth.” He comes. Christmas brings 
us a message of immortality, living anew. 
And with joyful lips we may sing, “I shall 
see my Pilot face to face, when I have 
crossed the bar.” 

Until that time we have Jesus as an un- 
seen, yet real, and loving friend, who walks 
by our side, shares His life with us, guides 
our footsteps over life’s rugged pathway, 
and who sits at the right hand of God and 
sheds the Holy spirit upon us. 

For all these things and more, oh come, 
let us magnify the Lord; and let us exalt 
his name together on happy Christmas Day. 
“Glory to God in the highest.” 

Piqua, Ohio. 


Scenes and Impressions in Porto Rico 
BY REV. J. O. ATKINSON, D. D. 


DIARY—PART VII 
RIDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 23.—I was 
F awake by six this morning and before 
seven had had a fine shower bath and 


rub down. After a thirty minutes’ walk I. 


was feeling unusually fit and fine, ready 
for a wholesome breakfast at the Colonial 
Cafe. Having on our schedule a very heavy 
day we packed off hurriedly from San Juan, 
stopping first at the Union Theological Sem- 
inary. This school is well housed, has at 
present twenty-seven theological students as 
follows: four Baptists, three Congregation- 
alists, three Disciples of Christ, six Meth- 
odists, nine Presbyterians, one specialist (to 
be a medical missionary) and one Cuban. 
The Seminary is supported jointly by the 
various evangelical denominations doing 
mission work in Porto Rico. We Christians 
join in the support of the Seminary, pay an- 
nually our proportionate part for its sup- 
port, and our Foreign Mission Secretary is 
a trustee; but we have not had & student 
in the school now for eight years. When we 
had men who wanted to go and should have 
gone, we did not have the money to send 
them. Recently we have not had the men 
to spare from the work. As soon as we get 
a man on the field ready for the seminary 
we have to put him in the pulpit and to 
work. The Seminary receives men on recom- 
mendation ef the “Mission,” but they should 
at least finish the eighth grade before com- 
ing to the Seminary. The course covers nine 
months, September to June, each year, and 
the cost to each student is about $200, just 
enough to cover board and books. The 
Methodists allow their men this amount. 
The salaries of the professors are paid by 
their respective boards. The Seminary has 
been in operation on the union basis for 


three years now and the idea seems to work. 
The president and faculty so far had no 
criticism from the outside relative to the 
union, and the ideas and doctrines taught. 
That is to say, the fact that a Presbyterian 
professor teaches a Baptist ministerial stu- 
dent theology or that a Congregational pro- 
fessor teaches a Methodist ministerial stu- 
dent theology, seems to work all right in 
Porto Rico. Evidently the denominations in 
Porto Rico have beat us of the “States” to 
the practical working out of the union idea. 
And they say it works. Before the student 
leaves the Seminary, some teacher of his 
own denomination (if possible) gives him a 
course of study in the history and doctrine 
of his own denomination. 

Besides the work done with the pupils in 
the Seminary there is a correspondence 
course carried on by the faculty with those 
not yet in the school and with some who 
may not be able to come. There are now 
150 registered in this course. We of the 
Christian Church have five enrolled in this 
course. 

President McAlister of the Seminary fac- 
ulty is a very interesting man. He says 
that the number of American missionaries 
on the Island is decreasing rather than in- 
creasing. He says the Presbyterians used to 
have ten missionaries here, but only have 
three now besides himself. One is chair- 
man of the Executive Committee of the 
Presbyterian Mission; one is treasurer; one 
is general superintendent, and McAlister is 
teacher in the Seminary. The Presbyterians 
have allotted them about one-fifth of the 
Island; they are responsible for about 
250,000 souls. They have thirty-four or- 
ganized churches, about one hundred preach- 
ing points, and about twenty-five native or- 
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dained pastors. The Methodist Episcopals 
have about the same and serve about the 
same sized population. The Presbyterians 
and Methodists have poured several hun- 
dred thousand dollars into Porto Rico to the 
saving of souls and the building up of the 
Lord’s cause among this needy and appre- 
ciative people and they have a great and 
growing work here. McAlister says it mat- 
ters not how goed a work the American 
missionary does, it is not permanent and in 
the highest sense progressive, until the na- 
tive pastor is developed who can and will 
get hold of his fellows in a way the for- 
eigner cannot. The real work of evangel- 
ism must be done by the native pastor and 
preacher. Two ideas now prevail and must 
be emphasized in Porto Rico. First, a na- 
tive church as soon as possible, ministered 
to by native pastors. Second, native sup- 
port of the work. All missionaries have this 
as their ideal. The Presbyterians now have 
one church of one hundred and fifty mem- 
bers that pays seventy-five dollars a month 
on pastor’s salary and several paying as 
much as sixty dollars per month. One 
church promises to be self-supporting within 
ten years. The Presbyterian budget last 
year was $57,000 and they have asked for 
$55,000 for 1922 to keep things going as 
they are. Their missionaries get $2,000 a 
year; their board paying actual traveling 
expenses of missionaries to the States once 
in three years. 

I talked with Prof. Hubbard (M..E.) of 
the Union Theological Seminary faculty. He 
suys the Union religious paper published 
twice per month is great. It has the largest 
paid up circulation of any paper in Porto 
Rico. The subscription list at present is 
about 8,000 and the paper sells for one dol- 
lar a year. He and McAlister agree that 
this union paper is the thing, is working 
along the right line, and is accomplishing 
wonders. This, I say, is going some. Sup- 
pose we, in Nortth Carolina, were to consoli- 
date The Presbyterian Standard, the Bib- 
lical Recorder, the Christian Advocate, and 
The Christian Sun. Would we not have a 
rattling of dry bones for a season? Yet just 
such a thing as that has taken place and is 
now going on with great pleasure and profit 
in Porto Rico among the Christians of all 
denominations, and with their hearty ap- 
proval and sympathetic co-operation. 

With Martin, Minton, Barrett, and my- 
self in Barrett’s Ford, our journey is from 
San Juan to Caguas, about eighteen miles. 
Near Caguas we stop for Minton to take a 
picture of women washing clothes in a 
creek. They rub the clothes either in the 
creek, or in a tub made of bark from a 
palm tree, then beat the clothes with a pad- 
dle and lay them out on the grass to dry. 
Barrett says we will find this process 
throughout all Porto Rico. The women car- 
ry the clothes to the water instead of bring- 
ing the water to the clothes. They seem to 
have a merry time, dozens and scores of 
them on the creek shore, or in the water 
ankle deep, doing the family wash and “jab- 
bering” away while they work. 

In Caguas we stopped for lunch in a 
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poorly kept restaurant on the plaza. While 
we fought off the flies and odor of garlic 
with one hand, we ate an egg fried on one 
side, raw on the other, and pushed it down 
with bread dipped in coffee. But the plaza 
was beautiful. Out of the town of Caguas 
we go along a fine road of asphalt shaded 
for miles and miles with palms, royal, co- 
coanut, and date, and beautiful tropical trees 
whose names my diary will not hold (be- 
cause I do not know how to spell them). 


We stopped at a thatched house up in 
the mountains and saw corn in a small way, 
and some rice in the shell. Yes, they grow 
some rice in Porto Rico. 

The mountains are very much like those 
you see in the Valley of Virginia, though 
not as large. But the shrubbery and trees 
and foliage over the mountains from San 
Juan south to Ponce are varied and beau- 
tiful beyond words. I saw here today for 
the first time the fern tree. These fern 
trees are fifteen to twenty feet high, and 
their leaves are from three to six feet long! 
Geologists tell us, I believe, that the fern is 
the oldest plant life now extant. Well, they 
must have got started in Porto Rico about 
a million years earlier than they did in the 
States! 

At the peak of the mountain today I saw 
the most glorious and wonderful scenery of 
my life. Far below, spreading in one direc- 
tion was a very fertile valley. In it were 
patches of varied green, yellow, blue, pur- 
ple, orange, and gold. There seemed in it 
every tree, herb, plant, and fruit to make 
glad the heart of man. Now back to the 
north, down the jagged mountain the blue 
Atlantic Ocean is clearly seen in the dis- 
tance. Forward to the south the green wa- 
ters of the Caribbean Sea are in view. Think 
of it, a far-stretching, unending valley of 
richness and splendor and plenty in one di- 
rection; in another a mountain dipping off 
into the ocean; in still another, the undu- 
lating hills sloping slowly into the sea— 
two mountains, two seas, and a wonderful 
valley all visible from one spot. If that 
will not make the soul of a man cry out, 
“How wonderful are the works of Thy 
hands, O Lord, my God,” then nothing will. 

Up in the mountains about three-thirty 
p. m., we stop at a rest home for the mis- 
sionaries. This was built mostly by the 
Baptists, but all denominations use it. It 
has a cook room, dining room, two long 
bedrooms and bath. It cost $2,900 and is 
1700 feet above the sea level. The minis- 
ter in charge, Mr. Ford (not Henry), is a 
pleasant and clever Baptist brother. He 
had on his overalls and was painting, not 
himself altogether, but the house. He is a 
mechanic as well as a missionary. He says 
the Baptists (Northern—there are no 
Southern Baptists working on the Island) 
have five missionary families in Porto Rico. 
They have eight lady missionaries and these 
are very useful—both in industrial work, 
and in Sunday-school and young people’s re- 
ligious education work. They have nine na- 
tive ordained and sixteen unordained native 
workers, with forty-eight organized church- 
es and about twice that number of preach- 
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ing places. The Baptists came to the Island 
in 1898 and their first church on the Island 
was organized in the city of Ponce. They 
now have one self-supporting church which 
pays its pastor $110 a month and current 
expenses of $40 a month more. This church 
raised last year between $2400 and $2500— 
not a poor showing for a church on a mis- 
sion field. Ford is a fine man of brotherly 
spirit. He says the Union paper and Union 
Seminary are working along the right lines 
and are doing much to help both the na- 
tives and the missionaries in their common 
task of soul-winning. 

As we descend from the mountains to- 





The Divine Adventurer 


|| A carpenter of Nazareth 

Went forth to save the world from 
sin; 

But had He waited to begin 

His ministry divine 

Until He found a perfect few 

To trumpet in His Kingdom new, 

Still would be mellowing in the skin 

His sacramental wine. 

Along the road His Father trod, 

Undaunted went the Son of God, 

Plucking the tares and wheat, 

Remembering the days that were 

Of David the adulterer 

And Israel the cheat. 

Poor passionate hearts that soared 
and fell, 

Hands that wrought evil, meaning 
well, 

He took to serve His need, 

Because from failure and despair 

They rose, for Him again to dare 

The all but hopeless deed. 

Today, to stained and broken men 

He trusts His holiest work again— 

Again His healing touch, 

Braving the pure and pitiless, 

Is bold to pardon and to bless 

}} A sinner who loved much. 


Divine Adventurer, today 

Quicken our courage! You who trust 
Your Justice to the less than just 
That seedling souls may grow, 
Knowing God’s purposes are sure, 
Help us to dare and to endure— 

To climb the stars through bloody dust 
Along the road you go! 
—Amelia Josephine Burr, 
Christian Century. 


tn The 





a, 


ward the sea a phenomenon was apparent 
that I had never noticed before and had 
never read about it. It seemed so unreal. 
Just this: When you see the ocean from the 
hills or the mountains, the waters of the 
ocean look as if they are piled up out yon- 
der just as high as the hills or mountains 
are from which you see them—and of very 
much the same color! I will give it up. 
There are no limits to the wonders and 
mysteries of God’s great world. I am now 
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on the high peaks of Porto Rican mountains 
—glory and grandeur and gorgeous beauties 
spread out in every direction, but hedged in 
by two surrounding seas whose waters are 
as high as these hills—and yet there are 
lowlands and intervening valleys between. 
Evidently the high seas, and the high moun- 
tains as well, are in “the hollow of His 


hands.” 
Local Palestine 


By Belle Allen 

SUPPOSE you were taking a trip through 

the Holy Land. Of course you would 
want to see all of the historical places ren- 
dered sacred by association with our Savior. 
Our impressions of Palestine are apt to go 
no farther than a few sacred landmarks and 
deep-worn roadways. But suppose you were 
journeying leisurely through that small 
country, you would like to know something 
about the geography, the birds, the trees, 
and animals, which are a part of the land 
where our Savior lived and gave His mes- 
sage of love to the world. 

You would not only journey “up one hill 
and down another,” but there would also be 
mountains. If you were to stand exactly in 
the center of Palestine facing the Jordan, 
you would be exactly thirty-five miles from 
the river where John is supposed to have 
baptized Jesus, while behind you thirty-five 
miles west would be the shores of the Medi- 
terranean. Suppose you made camp in one 
of the numerous narrow valleys, would you 
expect to see a familiar bird, or to find a 
well-known tree, a descendant perhaps of 
one which sheltered the Master from the 
noonday sun? As to birds, bats remain in 
Palestine, especially in the vaults under the 
temple and in the rocky caves of Galilee. 
Blackbirds abound, and are not migratory. 
Blue jays are there, as are also crows 
which are identified with the ravens that fed 
Elijah, and include rooks and jackdaws. The 
cuckoo, Lev. 11: 16, is found in the Jordan 
Valley, while doves, ducks, both wild and 
domesticated, are everywhere; eagle, hawk, 
kingfisher, nuthatch, partridges, we would 
recognize, while on the plains of Gennes- 
aret, the one level spot of Palestine. Spar- 
rows abound, and are trapped and sold. 

Among reptiles we should see the homely 
frog, lizard, scorpion, adder, and tortoise; 
while under the stones and on the sands of 
the shores of the Dead Sea are found the 
species of viper which fastened on Paul’s 
hand. (Acts 28) Some plants, well known 
to the West are corriander, which grows in 
the Jordan Valley, as do corn, barley, and 
millet. Cotton is now largely cultivated, 
but is not native, having been imported 
from India since Bible times. Cucumbers ° 
grow there, and there is a Succession of 
watermelon crops from May to November. 

Of trees, the myrtle, olive, and palm are 
peculiar to this country; while poplar and 
black and white mulberry are old friends. 
The willow is also spoken of; but there is 
some dispute as to whether it is what we 
know as willow or the oleander which lines 
every valley in Palestine. 

Collins, Mo. 
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At Prayer Time 


Of the increase of His government and 
of peace there shall be. no end.—Isaiah 9:7. 


“The time draws near the birth of 
Christ.” Many anticipations of a joyous 
Christmas season are already playing in 
lives blessed with Christian influences and 
Christian civilization. To the followers of 
Jesus, something of a surpassing awe and 
something of a deep spiritual happiness, is 
also at work—dquietly expressing itself in 
humble reverence for one known to the hu- 
man heart as Savior, Lord, and Master. 


The Christmas season is something more 
than a celebration of the nativity; it is also 
a time when the Master is born in our 
hearts anew. We are moved with the lofty 
wonder, with the humble radiance, with the 
benign solemnity, expressed in the, accounts 
of His birth. Panoramas of His life are 
reviewed in our meditations. We become 
aware of the beginning of a life whose ideals 
have endured through the centuries; that 
life released a message that has since been 
at work saving the world, and saving us; 
the Master’s thought of the Father, His 
concern for human life, His confidence in 
right, His loyalty to the truth, His urge of 
the eternal—these, and many more of the 
qualities of His matchless character and 
career, make Him live anew in our hearts 
and lives. 

o 


“Tis not enough that Christ was born 
Beneath the star that shone, 

And earth was set that morn 
Within a golden zone. 


“He must be born within the heart 
Before He finds His throne, 

And brings the day of love and good 
The reign of brotherhood.” 


oO 


The world seems a little friendlier, too, at 
Christmas time, and we are made a little 
more friendly toward the world. We can- 
not forget that the birth of Jesus was lowly, 
and we bear well in mind that His home and 
neighborhood life was one of very modest 
circumstances—if not one of poverty. This 
consciousness tends to break down the re- 
strictions so common to our interests. For- 
tune seems to want to share with misfor- 
tune. And though Christian interest in the 
poor has been distressingly short-sighted 
and superficial, the successive impressions 
of the Christ’s abiding regard for the hum- 
ble and for the suffering tends to develop 
Christian thought more and more towards 
His desire to relieve and to fulfill. The im- 
pressions of this season are strong in this 
regard. 

oOo 


A noted physician was once asked how he 
could keep such a sunny disposition and at 
the same time be living among so many dis- 
heartening and terrible diseases. He re- 
plied: “I always look from the curative 
standpoint.” 


More and more Christian people are com- 
ing to look upon conditions and lives, which 
formerly were merely pitied, with the hope 
of correcting them. Compassion is finding 
new ways of expressing itself, and let us 
hope and pray that the day will come when 
both blighting poverty. and wasting sickness 
will in. Christ’s name be cast out of the 
realm of human experience. 


| 


Some way, Christianity seems to have an 
answer to the question of Tennyson: 


When shall all men’s good 


‘ Be each man’s rule, and the universal peace 


Lie like a shaft of light across the land 
And like a lane of beams athwart the sea 
Thro’ all the circle of the golden year? 


oO 


As our thought of the Master will increase 
during these days in which we honor His 
birth, may we not seek for— 

A new confidence, at least a deeper confi- 
dence, that the Kingdom is becoming some- 
thing more of a possible reality; 


| —_ has grown old with its 


urden of care, 
But at Christmas it always is young. 
The heart of the jewel burns lustrous 
and fair, 
And its soul full of music breaks forth 
on the air, 
When the song of the angel is sung. 


















It is coming, old earth, it is coming to- 
night! 
On the snowflakes that cover thy 


sod; 

The feet of the Christ child fall gentle 
and white, 

And the voice of the Christ child tells 


out 
That mankind are the children of 
God, . e 


On the sad and the lonely, the wretched 
and poor, 
The voice of the Christ child shall 
fall; 


And to every blind wanderer open the 
door 
Of a hope that he dared not to dream 
of before 
With a sunshine of welcome for all. 


The feet of the humblest may walk in“ 
the field 
Where the feet of the holiest have 


trod, 

This, this is the marvel to mortals re- 
vealed 

When the stivery trumphets of Christ- 
mas have pealed 

That mankind are the children of 
God. ‘ 
—Phillips Brooks. 


SS 


A belief that there is really something 
in “the increase of His government ;” 

A realization that the world now gives 
great opportunity to show Christian com- 
passion: the needy in broken and destitute 
countries across the seas must receive prac- 
tical expressions of our eager thought, or 
they will die; 

A desire to give and to send so that hu- 
manity—men, women, and children—may 
become sustained in body and in spirit; 

A sufficient part—as much as our abilities 
will allow—in extending a helpful friend- 


liness that will not only relieve suffering 
but that will also prevent its recurrence. 


oO 


O Holy Lord, content to fill 
In lowly home the lowliest place, 
Thy childhood’s law a mother’s will, 
Obedience meek Thy brightest grace. 


Lead every child that bears Thy name 
To walk in Thine own guileless way, 

To dread the touch of sin and shame, 
And humbly, like Thyself, obey. 


O let not this world’s scorching glow 
Thy Spirit’s quickening dew efface, 
Nor blast of sin too rudely blow, 
And quench the trembling flame of grace. 


Gather Thy lambs within Thine arm, 
And gently in Thy bosom bear; 
Keep them, O Lord, from hurt and harm, 
And bid them rest forever there. 
—Bishop How. 


oO 

Are you willing to stoop down and con- 
sider the needs and the desires of little 
children; to remember the weakness and the 
loneliness of people who are growing old; 
to stop asking whether your friends love 
you, and ask yourself whether -you love them 
enough to bear in mind the things that other 
people have to bear on their hearts; to try 
to understand what those who live in the 
same house with you really want, withqut 
waiting for them to tell you; to trim your 
lamp so that it will give more light and less 
smoke, and to carry it in front so that your 
shadow will fall behind you; to make a 
grave for your ugly thoughts, and a garden 
for your kindly feelings, with the gate open 
—are you willing to do these things, even 
for a day? Then you can keep Christmas. 

. —Henry van Dyke. 


Oo 


Our Father who art in heaven, the ap- 
proach of the Christmas time makes our 
hearts grow strangely warm. Thy love be- 
comes more real to us; and we feel Him 
closer who, when He speaks, makes owr own 
hearts burn within us. Help us that we 
may truly feel a new release of His spirit, 
and that we come to be more like Him in 
simple life, gentle spirit, earnest loyalty, 
and humble heroism. We thank Thee that 
through Him we find life’s abiding joy, 
Through Him, Thou dost heal our infirmi- 
ties and with Him Thou dost “change our 
mourning into gladness. There is no dark- 
ness but that He comes as the great light 
and the darkness overcometh it not. Help 
us to accept more completely the scope of 
His service and to engage ourselves more 
consistently with the duties of our disciple- 
ship. And may many who need help and 
friendship find their one Great Friend. 
Amen. 

ERNEST D. GILBERT. 
o° 

Should we feel at times disheartened and 
discouraged, a confiding thought, a simple 
movement of the heart towards God, will 
renew our powers. Whatever He may de- 
mand of us, He will give us at the moment 
the strength and courage that we need.— 
Fenelon. 
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World Conquest 


A Sunday Afternoon 
OLIVE G. WILLIAMS 


ATHER an amusing sight to a stranger 
in Salinas is that of a policeman mak- 
ing his rounds with three small chil- 

dren, two little boys and a little girl march- 
ing by his side. The policeman seemed 
rather glad to leave the children at our 
church door, but the little ones insisted on 
going with “father.” I learned that the 
mother of the children had recently died and 
there was no one with whom he could leave 
the children as his housekeeper was ill and 
in the hospital. So I invited the policeman 
to leave the children at our Neighborhood 
House, and the boys found so many things 
to amuse them that they issued invitations, 
unbeknown to me, to their friends to come 
Sunday afternoon. First one little chap 
and then another came until I had thirty 
children I had never had before. Some 
were well dressed, others were ragged, but 
the little policemen kept good order and I 
started in to entertain the crowd. 

Soon my Juniors came for their regular 
hour with me and I turned the visiting chil- 
dren over to them. 

“Let’s have a Sunday-school,” exclaimed 
one girl. 

“Oh, let’s,”’ shouted the others—and they 
began arranging the children in rows. I 
handed out hymn books and lesson charts. 
The Junior president acted as Sunday- 
school superintendent and the other children 
helped find: places in the hymn books and led 
in the singing. 

My Catholic neighbors, thinking it was 
just some children playing, came over. To- 
day they sent me a lovely bunch of roses, 
and I was glad to welcome in my Sunday- 
school two new pupils who had been my 
guests last Sunday. 


From the Southland 


Our Kindergarten and Night School In 
Japan 

T was the privilege of the writer Novem- 

ber 25 to forward Rev. W. P. Minton, 
Foreign Mission Secretary, Dayton, Ohio, a 
check for $5,000 to be applied on building 
our Kindergarten and Night School in 
Japan. 

Miss Stacy, whom our Sunday-school in 
Burlington, N. C., is supporting as their 
missionary in Japan, is an expert in kinder- 
garten work, and this building is a sore 
need. It will be used in the day for kin- 
dergarten work, and at night to teach those 
who are too poor, Or unable in one way or 
another to attend any day school. In Japan, 
where a state public school system reaches 
practically all of school age, and refuses re- 
ligious teaching in all public schools, we 
have to try to reach the children before they 
come to be of school age, or the poor who 
can go to school only at night. We of the 


Southern Convention are undertaking to 
build this house—also to be used for church 
purposes—at a cost of $12,000. 

We have sent Bro. Minton $9,000 during 
the year to build a home for our mission- 
aries to live in—a housé for which the late 
lamented Dr. M. T. Morrill and Dr. E. K. 
McCord both labored and prayed and plead. 


That They Go Forward 


Business may or may not be “picking up,” 
but I know one thing full well; all promised 
appropriations by the Mission Board are 
being called for, and the demand is for more 
—that the great and good work may go for- 
ward. 

We ate happy that we were able to for- 
ward a check for $4,500 the other day for 
the new church at Norfolk, Virginia. Dr. 
L. E. Smith and his Christian co-laborers 
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in the Christian Temple are undertaking a 
gigantic task, and they are going to need, 
as they most richly deserve, the co-opera- 
tion, sympathy, interest, and prayers of our 
entire Zion. 


Our Mountain Schoolhouse 
Miss Iola Hedgepeth has had no end of 
trouble in getting the roofing for our Moun- 
tain Schoolhouse at Fancy Gap, though the 
shipment was made long since. We are 
hopeful of its arrival daily. The writer was 
in Raleigh last week and placed the order 
for the furnishing of the building—desks, 
chairs, maps, blackboard—and a_ good 
sized bell for the tower. Stoves and hard- 
ware were purchased in Mt. Airy. Our lit- 
tle storehouse building in which Miss 
Hedgepeth taught last year is old, dilapi- 
dated, uncomfortable, and inadequate. Yet 
two are trying to teach, in the one small 
room, more than fifty pupils. 
J. O. ATKINSON, 
Mission Secretary for the Southern 
Convention. 


Woman’s Work 


[Please send items for this department to either Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lucrétia 


Craig Helfenstein, Dayton, Ohio.] 


“For I do know 

God’s patient love perceives 
Not what we did, 

But what we tried to do.” 


THE first number of the new Everyland 
has come to our literature superintendent 


and we feel sure that many of the friends 
of this splendid missionary magazine for 
boys and girls will be glad to know that 
yearly subscriptions may begin with the 
Christmas number. There is a special offer 
until February first of five subscriptions for 
five dollars. Everyland is a monthly maga- 
zine and will make a beautiful Christmas or 
New Year’s gift. The regular subscrip- 
tion price is one dollar and a half. Please 
order Everyland through our literature sup- 
erintendent, as this will help our literature 
department. 
Mrs. EMMA §S. POWERS. 
Room 25, C. P. A. Bldg., 
Dayton, Ohio. 


Thanksgiving Services 


HE Missionary Department of the Wom- 

an’s Guild of the Elmwood Christian 
Church, Providence, R. I., is sending in this 
report of our Thanksgiving service, because 
it takes the place of the Thank Offering 
which we used to hold. For several years 
we have had a regular church service on 
Thanksgiving morning, at 10:30, attended 
by many of our congregation, coming to- 
gether as families as our New England an- 
cestors used to do. This year was no ex- 
ception, although the ground was covered 
with ice and slush and there was a disagree- 
able cold drizzle of rain. There was an an- 
them by the vested choir, and we sang 


“Come, ye thankful people, come,” and 
“America, the beautiful.” Dr. Sargent in 
his own splendid way reviewed for us the 
major blessings of the year. The collection 
of $12.87, for which no special appeal had 
been made, was given to the Women’s Guild 
for us to determine where best to send it 
to help those less fortunate than we are. 
BESSIE M. ALDEN. 


HE woman’s missionary society of the 

East Lawrence Christian Church held its 
Thank-offering program on the evening of 
November 23 at the church. An interesting 
program was given. Although this is a new 
society of only eleven members, the interest 
and missionary spirit are good. The Thank 
Offering amounted to five dollars and sev- 
enteen cents. 

Mrs. MINNIE Doub, President. 


GOOD motto is “Be Careful.” When 

ordering missionary books or leaflets 
you should be careful to give the correct 
title of what you want. Some part of the 
contents of the leaflet or book is not always 
sufficient to identify it. Your careful fore- 
thought will save much time, confusion, and 
delay. 


HE Pleasant Hill, Ohio, missionary so- 

ciety had a fine program and large at- 
tendance at their Thank-offering service. 
Mrs. Avice Longnaker is the enthusiastic 
president of this society, just organized. 
The following program was rendered, and 
the offering was over forty-one dollars. 


“Attempt great things for God, expect great things 
of God.” 
Song—Bringing in the Sheaves.............. Society 
Bible Lessons and Prayer............. Miss Kramer 
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The Why and When of the Thank Offering.... 


CodERAS SEb SNE esadeseeseneantecuces Mrs. Morton 
Dust—BGome Happy DO .occcccccccesccecccccs 

peadectetesneceane Mrs. Johnston and Mrs. Hawn 
Reading—A Single Head of Wheat....Edith Mc’ 1: 
Solo—Will I Empty Handed Be?........ Irene Reiber 
Candle Exercise—Open my eyes that I may see 


$066 CORE0E FOC geC EE eS RAE ROC Ke CORES Twenty girls 
Thank Offering 
Consecration and Closing Prayer 


ANY of us give beautifully at Christ- 

mas time to our friends and to the poor. 
How many of us have sufficient generosity 
to enable us to give sympathy and under- 
standing, appreciation and help throughout 
the year? How many of us are generous 
enough to give ourselves? 


The 


Do not forget that it is possible to be a 
stingy receiver, as well as a stingy giver, 
and that the one is just as bad as the other. 
The stingy receiver criticises his gift be- 
cause it is not all that he hoped to receive, 
or, if it is more expensive than the one 
which he sent to the giver he bewails the 
fact that he did not give something equally 
pretentious. 


There are others who wish to do all the 
giving themselves, who never wish anyone 
else to make a sacrifice for them. Are they 
not stingy receivers, too?—Selected. 


Forward Movement of the Christian Church 


REV. WARREN H. DENISON, Superintendent. 
REV. W. J. HALL, Field Secretary. 
REV. SIMON BENNETT, Field Worker, 


Headquarters, 27 C. P 


A. Building, Dayton, Ohio. 


Department of Devotion—Rev. Ernest D. Gilbert, Fall River, Mass. 


Department of Evangelism—Rev. R. C. Helfenstein, D. 


D., Dover, Delaware. 


Department of Religious Education—Mr. Hermon Eldredge, Erie, Pa. 


Department of Life Recruits—Rev. W. J. 


Hall, Dayton, Ohio. 


Department of Home Missions—Rev. O. S. Thomas, D. D., Dayton, Ohio. 
Department of Foreign Missions—Rev. Wilson P. Minton, Dayton, Ohio. 
Department of Stewardship—Rev. J. O. Atkinson, D. D., Elon College, N. C. 
Department of Tithing—Rev. E. A. Watkins, D. D., Lima, Ohio. 


$800,000 


IGHT hundred thousand dollars of the 

special million dollars being secured in 
five-year subscriptions by the Forward 
Movement through individual gifts and 
quotas to the churches have been pledged. 
We are four-fifths along the way to this 
goal of the Forward Movement. The other 
one-fifth, $200,000, should be given now in 
cash and pledges and be all out of the way 
when the books are closed September 30, 
for our report to the Quadrennial Conven- 
tion at Burlington, N. C. Two hundred 
thousand are yet to be raised. This will re- 
quire the hearty co-operation of every 
church, conference, pastor, and Benevolence 
member of Forward Movement committees. 
Let it be borne in mind that it will be nec- 
essary for your church and conference to 
reach its quota, that is, the total individual 
pledges in your church should equal the 
quota suggested for your church. We must 
not fail to have this amount provided for 
before the Convention. What rejoicing 
there will be to go down to the Burlington 
Convention with this goal reached. 


(a) There should be large personal 
Christmas gifts made. This is a most fit- 
ting time to make personal gifts for Christ’s 
work. The awfulness of the world’s suffer- 
ing has not made its impression on our 
American people yet to any appreciable ex- 
tent. Dr. John R. Mott said in my hearing 
last week that the suffering and deaths of 
the world are beyond comprehension. We 
have been richly blessed. We do not realize 
our blessings. We dare not be selfish. We 
dare not spend in luxuries as once we did. 
We are to give an account to God of how we 
have used that which He has entrusted to 
us. People in other denominations are now 
in these pressing times giving $25,000, $50,- 
000, $100,000. Others are giving farms, 
others supporting missionary families, oth- 
ers are giving liberty bonds, and the like. 


Why shall not some of our folks do the same 
for our work? We have a great work on 
hand. Our boards have as great tasks as 
other boards have. The Christian Church 
will offer to the world her Principles in a 
worthy way if our people will make it pos- 
sible. Will you not make a generous Christ- 
mas pledge this year, payable one-fifth each 
Christmas time? We would lay it on your 
hearts. 


(b) All churches should at least reach 
their minimum quota through securing per- 
sonal subscriptions on the five-year basis. 
No other church can do what you ought to 
do. You cannot expect some other church 
to raise its quota and yours, too. We are 
brethren and co-workers. Many churches 
just like yours have reached their quotas. 
Yours can, too, if it is clearly and fairly 
presented. No pastor and Benevolence com- 
mitteeman should be willing for their church 
to do less than its fair share. We have con- 
fidence irt our churches when the work; aims, 
and results are faithfully presented. 


(c) No conference officers or Forward 
Movement committee should be contented 
until the pledges of the conference equal 
at least the conference minimum quota. 


(d) New members have come into your 
church since you made the canvass. They, 
too, should be urged to have a part in this 
great Forward Movement work. They need 
a share in it; they need the blessing that 
comes to those having a share of the work. 
There will be some shrinkage and expenses 
and your new members should have an op- 
portunity to have a part in our Forward 
Movement. 


es, on November 30, the total cash and 
pledges were $800,105.34, and of this 
amount $255,866.77 has been paid in and is 
at work as directed by the boards of the 
Christian Church. May we count on your 
Christmas pledge? How much? Pray it 


through. Do what you heart tells you to 
do. 


IELD Secretary Hall and Field Worker 

Bennett are now in the closing days of 
a field campaign in Illinois helping the pas- 
tors, churches, and Forward Movement 
committees in that State to avail themselves 
of the value of the Movement. 


THE writer spent four days in the South- 

ern Ohio Conference helping in the 
simultaneous evangelistic campaign put on 
by the Home Mission Department. He 
spoke also, December 1, at West Milton, 
Ohio, before the “Day School of Missions” 
of the Miami Ohio Conference on “How the 
Forward Movement Helps Our Mission En- 
terprise.” 


EV. E. E. BENNETT, Cynthiana, Ind., 

writes: 

I have both my churches organized for 
an intense Forward Movement campaign. I 
have my family groups charted, and hung 
on the walls of my churches. I need sev- 
eral copies of Bulletin No. 2. 

In grouping my families, I hit upon the 
plan of making a separate list of each fam- 
ily, setting each out well by itself, and leav- 
ing a blank for the name of each member 
of the family not a member of the church. 
It presents our task of saving the unsaved 
members of our own church families in a 
very forceful way. Our people are taking 
hold of the work with a will. I believe we 
have an ever green revival on hand right 
now. 


I am sending for further supplies, than 
those noted above, to the Department Secre- 
taries, and meanwhile you may send me such 
literature as may be in your hands for dis- 
tribution, enough for ten heads of depart- 
ments, and thirty group leaders. 


I am insisting in every letter I write to 
ministers in our Christian Church that they 
put on the Forward Movement program as 
fully as local circumstances will admit. Per- 
haps few churches can do all it contem- 
plates, but every church that is willing to 
try it will find great benefits to work it as 
far as possible. 


EV. C. E. FOCKLER, Keswick, Ontario, 

is planning for a campaign in the Tith- 
ing Department of their Forward Move- 
ment and writes for literature. He says 
that the work there is going well, that the 
Ontario Conference Evangelistic campaign 
is progressing nicely, and that splendid re- 
sults are seen. 


ME: A. F. FOOR, Everett, Pa., president 

of the Rays Hill and Southern Penn- 
sylvania Conference, is very anxious to get 
all the churches of that conference organ- 
ized this year on the Forward Movement 
plan. He says the conference is stepping 
forward in many respects and is getting in 
shape to do greater things. He is urging his 
conference Forward Movement committee 
and the church committees to “get real 
busy.” 

Oo 


“Viewed in the light of God’s plan and 
purpose, nothing is too small, nothing too 
insignificant or lowly, to receive our pains- 
taking attention and care.” 
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The American Christian Convention 


REV. F. G. COFFIN, D. D., President, Albany, Mo, 
REV. J. F. BURNETT, D. D., Secretary, Dayton, Ohio 
Office of Secretary: Room 45, C. P. A, Building, Dayton, Ohio 


“How sad it is so many men 

Climb up and ride upon a pen, 

And spatter ink and bust their hames 

When they attempt to sign their names! 

I’ve studied it with tears and groans; 

Sometimes I think the name is Jones— 

With sundry letters upside down, 

And then again I’d say it’s Brown. 

Perhaps it’s Smith—it may be Duff. 

I give it up! I’ve toiled enough. 

There ought to be some chloride cures 

For men with dizzy signatures. 

They make the angry passions rise, 

They bring hot water to the eyes, 

They waste the time of busy men 

By their gymnastics with the pen.” 

—Selected by Mrs. Bullock. 
HE above records the sad facts and ex- 
periences of the editor of The Christian 

Annual. We have used a magnifying glass, 
have turned the: paper upside down, side- 
wise, and otherwise, have submitted it to the 
printers, the manager, the stenographer, 
and then shut our eyes and guessed at what 
was meant, and that, too, when the writing 
was by those whom we knew to be good 
penmen. Names perfectly plain to those 
who wrote them, but worse than hierogly- 
phics to us. We suggest again that those 


who must use a pen should get a typewriter. 


HERE has been a good demand for Con- 

vention literature, and indications point 
toward a liberal offering. Up to this date, 
December 10, we have received seventy-two 
requests, and mailed out 6,233 pieces of lit- 
erature, and 5,041 envelopes. 


HE Buck Valley Christian Church, Rays 

Hill and Southern Pennsylvania Confer- 
ence, remits $7.35 for the Christian Orphan- 
age. This is a commendable deed, and 
worthy of general imitation. At this glad 
time of the year, when heart and home is 
filled with Christmas cheer, why not make 
the hearts of the little ones in the Christian 
Orphanage leap with joy, and feel that after 
all God does not forget. Other churches are 
remembering the Orphanage, and many more 
should than are. 


HE veterans of the cross are not forget- 

ting the church they served so long, and 
so well, in the days of their strength. It 
is a heartening experience to read the good 
letters they send, and were it possible all 
readers of this page should share the joy 
which comes to me. I can give but a few 
samples, which must serve for many of like 
character. . 


Rev. J. F. BURNETT, 
DAYTON, OHIO. 

You will find within postal money order for Ten 
Dollars for the December Call, 1921, from J. S. 
Masters and wife. Give credit to Eastern Kansas 
Christian Conference. Please return receipt to J. S. 
Masters and wife, 2639 West Monroe St., Chicago, 
Ill. May God bless our people abundantly, and may 
we have loyal ministers. 


DEAR BROTHER BURNETT: 

I am not filling out card for Convention literature, 
envelopes, ete. A brother and his wife leave in a 
few days for a visit to relatives in Oklahoma, and 
will not be here December 11. The church clerk and 
the few other members live close to us, and will do 
all they can. 

On account of sickness, wife and I were away from 
Cassoday two months. The Educational offering was 
not taken Sunday. We met at our home last Sab- 
bath. I proposed we first take the Educational col- 


lection. The Ladies’ Aid society, five members, paid 
Brother Hall’s and Brother Bennett’s expenses from 
Eldorado to Cassoday, ten dollars. Matfield promised 
to send delegates, but they failed to put in an ap- 
pearance. The ‘“Aid’’ make their money by quilting. 

I will send the Educational collection to Albany. 
Pardon me if I prefer to send the small collection 
of Cassoday to Albany College. Nearly forty years 
ago I helped to start Lincoln College. Was the first 
one of the State Conference, we had just organized, 
to visit the little town of Lincoln, and select the lo- 
eation. I was connected with the college as in- 
structor, in all more than seven years. For my first 
year, under President Bartlett, I received as my share 
of the tuition, $15 per month, and while connected 
with the college in that capacity, never received over 
$25 per month. When Lincoln failed, and what in- 
terest Kansas had there was transferred to Albany, 
my interest and sympathy went with it. I think you 
will know why I prefer to send the little we can to 
Dr. Coffin. Financial misfortune has overtaken wife 
and me, as well as many others here, so we can do 
But little, but the little we can do we do cheerfully. 
Sister Breidenstein and her small Sunday-school class 
will remember the Christian Orphanage. 

Pardon me for imposing this long letter upon you. 
I read with interest, in, The Herald, of the success 
of the Forward Movement in so many of our churches, 
and it cheers my heart when alone, as Mrs. Cameron 
is frequently called on as a nurse in cases of sick- 
ness. 

Very truly and sincerely yours, 
E. CAMERON. 
Rev. J. F. BURNETT: 

I am retired. Have no church. I am going to 
give $5.00 to The American Christian Convention, 
through the Washington Grove Christian Church. Am 
in full sympathy with the Convention work. May 
God bless us all in taking our annual Convention 
Offering, and may that offering contribute to His 
glory and the upbuilding of His Kingdom. 

Most sincerely yours, 
Eup. G. A. Brown. 





DECEMBER 15, 1921 


Kennebunkport, Maine. 


Dec. 5th, 1921. 

Dear BROTHER BURNETT: 
I am enclosing check for Christian Convention, for 
five dollars. I have no church, as I am nearly eighty 
years old, but want to do my bit. May God bless 


you all, 
Yours in Christ, 
W. B. Corrie. 


Remittances for November 





Whole Number of Remittances for Nov., 1921.. 84 
From Churches ......c.sccecccescsecscccceseees 56 
BG Gh. bwictessccccsccceasescessens $ 86.55 
Foreign Missions ........eeeeeeeseees 25.00 
Home Missions ........+eeeeeeeeesees 25.00 
TRIE ccs ccccccccecccsccesscecses 404.21 
Defiance College .......c.eeeeeeeeses 17.00 
Federal Council ......ccceccccesceeee 10.55 
Near East Relief ........ccceeeecevee 15.50 
From Sunday-schools .........+eeeeeeereececees 4 
Sunday-schools .......cccccceecseeees 7.66 
Near East Relief ........cccccccccces 63.18 
Bk Ee. atiebkt once 66ssine ceseerees 402.72 
From Departments ........s.ceseseceeecscececes 5 
Bien Wh Mn g6n esses ceceerartbaeeqne 60.74 
From Comferences ...cccccccccccccccccvcccccncs 5 
Franklinton College ........seeeeeees 7.65 
Brome Comvemtioms ..ccccccccccccccccsccccccoces 3 
ak pak Reda Shs Cav he sukeed es 200.00 

Porto Rico Bell Fund a 
Federal Council .......ccecceee - 


From Personal Gifts 
By ER Eh cas ceeds ce seedisaesesteneniees 
Foreign Missions 
Home Missions 
TRRORTIOR, ccc ccvccncccccccccccccecece 
Defiance College 
Near East Relief 


eee ee eee eee eee eee 


Remittances for Relief Funds 
November, 1921 


Oronoque Church, Armenian and Syrian Relief $ 5.50 
Dayton, Crown Point Church, 


TOATOORR TROTME oc c0 00sec sstcrcccesccccccs 10.00 
Shiloh S. S., Armenian and Syrian Relief ..... 4.66 
Philadelphia S. S., Near East Relief ......... 54.02 
Pleasant Ridge S. S., Near East Relief ....... 4.50 
Orena Curtice, Osborne, Kan., Near East Relief 5.00 


REVIEW 
Of the Life of Saul of Tarsus Who Became Paul the Apostle 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON FOR DECEMBER 25, 1921 


BY HERMON ELDREDGE 
Secretary of Sunday-schools 


Golden Text—Wherefore take up _ the 
whole armor of God, that ye may be able 
to withstand in the evil day, and, having 
done all, to stand.—Eph. 6: 13. 


HOME DAILY READINGS 


Monday, December 19—Paul in Corinth. 
Acts 18: 1-11. 

Tuesday, 20—Paul at 
Ephesus. Acts 19: 8-20. 
Wednesday, December 21—Paul’s Last 
Journey to Jerusalem. Acts 21: 1-17. 
Thursday, December 22—Paul Under 
Arrest, Acts 21: 27-40. 
Friday, December 23—Paul Before the 
King. Acts 26: 19-32. 
Saturday, December 24—Paul’s Voyage 
and Shipwreck. Acts 27: 30-44. 
Sunday, December 25—Paul in Melita 
and in Rome. Acts 28: 1-16. 


December 


$e wo ooo ooo ooo ood 
Childhood 
rTARSUS of CILICIA, that great city of 
Asia Minor, was the place where Saul 
spent his early years. He must have had 
a great and honorable father (a Roman citi- 
zen, in the day when that meant more in 
the world’s eyes than being the ruler of 
some petty kingdom). His mother was a 
Jewess, and without doubt a devout one. 
His home city was one of commerce and 
culture. His home was one in which the 
true God was known and worshiped accord- 


ing to the rules of the Old Testament, and 
knowing nothing of the new message which 
came to the world with Jesus about the 
same time that Saul was born. 

One can imagine the bright, willing, zeal- 
ous Jewish boy on the streets of Tarsus. 
There is little doubt but that he was well 
able to take care of himself or that he did 
some things which are not down on the list 
for boys to do; but he grew and studied and 
finished his preliminary studies in the home 
and in the synagogue until he was ready 
and prepared to go away to school. 


School and College Days 


Jerusalem, City of David, and rich with 
the history and association of the centuries. 
Just to “walk about Jerusalem” was a good- 
ly part of an education to this lad of Tar- 
sus or to any other Jewish boy who had 
lived its history in his home life. 

And then to sit at the feet of Gamaliel, 
the greatest of the teachers, and to have his 
wisdom and companionship, was something 
that could always be told and was too great 
ever to be forgotten. 

A Pharisee of the Pharisees 


An orthodox Jew of the old type served 
to the letter of the law even if that letter 
killed the spirit and truth of it all. 

Saul drank in the teachings of the Jeru- 
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salem school and was a stickler for the Law 
and ignorant of grace. Of all the relig- 
ionists of the world, we seem to despise the 
aaughty, bigoted, self-righteous Pharisee as 
quite the limit of this sort of a thing. He 
classed himself as “better than other men” 
and could prove it by himself. Of this sort 
came Saul the zealot for the Law and the 
Prophets and the persecutor of the early 
Christians—even unto strange cities. 


Conversion 


But the Damascus Road vision showed 
him not only his error, but it showed him 
Jesus as his Lord and Master, and he never 
lost the vision of that lonely road. Haughty, 
pretentious, self-righteous Saul of Tarsus 
went the way to Damascus to kill and to 
imprison those who stood for Jesus. Con- 
verted, quiet, humble, loving Paul came back 
to lift up and help and bless the Christians 
of his day and of all the days. So does the 
new life in Christ Jesus make our useless, 
harmful life a blessing to our friends and 
our neighbors and to all who see the Christ 
in us. 


Arabia 


“Meditation is the mother land of great 
souls.” To be alone with God means not to 
be alone when the crisis comes. Moses was 
alone with God in the mount for forty days, 
and it prepared him for the trying days 
which were before him. John the Baptist 
was alone in the wilderness, and when he 
came forth all of the country sought him. 
Jesus spent nights alone with God and the 
multitudes crowded about Him during the 
days to get in touch with one who was close 
in touch with God. Paul went apart into 
Arabia and came out to challenge the at- 
tention of the world ever since. 


“With God—over the seas. 
“Without God—not over the threshold.” 


Journeys 


Cities, and the biggest of them were the 
strategic centers at which Paul put forth 
his life effort. Jerusalem, Antioch, Philip- 
pi, Athens, Corinth, Rome, Ephesus, and ev- 
ery city knew him. The greater the center, 
the greater the challenge to this man of 
God. The cry of need was his call to serv- 
ice. No way was too hard and no task was 
too great to be undertaken by this Spirit- 
filled man from Tarsus who has progressed 
in his intellectual training through’ Jerusa- 
lem and his spiritual life from Damascus 
and Arabia through Antioch to the world. 
Nothing stopped him. Cursés, beatings, 
heat or cold, weariness, misunderstanding of 
friends or opposition of foes, shipwreck, and 
imprisonment, and death—all.were alike to 
him, for for him “to live is Christ” and live 
or die he was for the everlasting gospel. 


“QO God to us 

May grace be giv’n 

To follow in His train.” 
Writer 


Where he could not go, he would send a 
personal message to the church or individual 
that was so much on his heart and mind. 


He lived for Christ and His church and 
where his voice could not reach his pen was 
ready to take up the work and carry on. 


A Great Man 
A World Christian 


Paul has been called the greatest man who 
has lived since Jesus Christ, just as Moses 
has been called the greatest man who lived 
before Christ. 


Paul was bigger than his native land or 
his nationality, for he belonged and still be- 
longs to the ages. You cannot write the 
story of the world and the fight for God 
and righteousness and leave Paul out. You 
may resist him, you may contradict him, 
you may even try to belittle him, if you will; 
but you cannot ignore him. His words have 
lived and his life and spirit have lived in 
those words. 


He knew no land except the land of need 
and the call for service. He loved Judea 
and his countrymen, but he loved God and 
God’s world better. Vainly he tried to bring 
his countrymen to see Jesus as he had seen 
Him, but he failed in that. His life, as it 
went out in Rome, seemed a failure, but like 
Abel of Eden, “He being dead yet speaketh,” 
and we will do well to listen to his words, 
for God speaks through him and through 
men of his kind who know no fear of man 
but only fear that they will not do the full 
will of God. 

Erie, Pa. 
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A Ten-point Test for Stories 
OUR efficient Sunday-school worker, Mrs. 
Fred Bullock, was recently in Can- 
ada to take a part on an important inter- 
denominational Sunday-school program, and 
her work was most kindly received. Speak- 
ing of it, The Brantford Expositor says: 


Mrs. Bullock, of Dayton, Ohio, is a lady 
of charming personality, and a most inter- 
esting and instructive speaker. She dealt 
with the art of telling stcries to children. 
In beginning, she gave ten test questions for 
a story. 

1. Does it accord with the program? 

‘2. Is it of permanent value? 

3. Does it leave a single impression? 

4. Is it suited to the age of the pupil for 
whom it is intended? 

5. Has it a seasonal value? 

6. Will it aid in realizing the educa- 
tional program of the department or school? 

7. Has it aesthetic value? 

8. Has it definite religious value? 

9. What.is it intended to teach? 

10. Is the truth presented so clearly as 
to focus the thought of the pupil? 

Mrs. Bullock gave tests also for story- 
telling and for the results to be expected. 

The main theme of Mrs. Bullock’s ad- 
dress was the importance of the careful 
selection of stories and the simple presen- 
tation of these to the children. Taking the 
story of Moses as an example, she explained 
how the same story might be taught to pu- 
pils of different ages, by stressing points 
and characters most interesting to those 
children. “Every story carries a message 
for everybody, if we are looking for it,” she 
said. “One simple story told today may 
show a child the way to God.” 


FI S SSS S SS SSSSSF 


Our Christmas Offering 


AGAIN we are to hear and heed the call of the starving children of the Near 


East. 


If it is a weariness to you to respond to this call, just stop and think of 
those thousands of little children who are facing a living death by starvation. 
Children who cling to their mothers’ skirts and cry for food, and babes who 
beat against their mothers’ breasts and die because those who have the good 


things from God will not share them. 


You will enjoy your Christmas dinner better if you know that these 
children in the Near East are having a crust where they would have had noth- 
ing if it had not been for your gift. Just.think that a few pennies will de- 
cide whether some child will die on Christmas Day or have food and life. 

Take the offering for the children of the Near East at Christmas time. 
And let it be a “free will offering” as large as you can make it, but whatever 
it is—send it along and let the money get to work and release flour and food 


which will save life. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL BOARD OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 








Following the Star: What Do Men Find? 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR DECEMBER 25, 1921 
Matt. 2:1-12. (Christmas Greeting) 


BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 
Secretary of Christian Endeavor 


Program Pointers 


Make everything about this service as Christmasy 
as you possibly can. Sing the beautiful old Christ- 
mas hymns. It would be fine at the begin- 
ning of the service just to gather about the 
piano or organ and sing several of these and then 
be seated for the more formal part of the service. 

A special number, such as a solo, duet, or quartet, 


providing it is a Christmas song, would add to the 
service. 


Cut from stiff paper five-pointed stars and writing 
thereon the part you would like different members 
to take, hand them to them before the opening of 
the meeting. Or place these stars in a box and let 
the members draw. Each to do whatever is written 
on the star or— 

Make this largely a leaderless meeting by having 
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a large star cut from pasteboard or drawn on a 
large blackboard placed where all can see it. Write 
your program with the part you desire each one to 
take on this star. This will be following the star 
literally in your program. 


Thoughts on the Theme 
7 1. It is wise men who follow the 
tar. Some see, some wonder and go 
their way; some scarcely wonder; but the 
wise see, wonder, follow. 

V. 2. When we see His star we should 
follow until it leads us to the place where 
we come to worship. 

V. 6. These wise men found and we will 
find, if we follow, a Ruler, a King. 

Man needs a ruler over his spirit, a king 
over his life. It is wisdom to follow the 
star that leads us to the King of Kings. 
The world needs nothing today so much as 
it needs a king to rule in righteousness and 
love. The King of Love offers to be the 
world’s king if they will follow His star. 
Follow the Star. 

V. 9. They found Guidance. These men 
were journeying through an unknown coun- 
try on a quest the end of which they could 
not see; but as they followed, and as they 
needed, there was guidance and light. Fel- 
low-Endeavorers, we are journeying through 
a strange country and while our faces are 
set toward the Father’s country, we do not 
know the path and we cannot see clearly 
the end of the journey; but as we follow 
there will be light and guidance. Follow 
the Star. 

V. 9. They found Faith. Not always did 
the star shine. Sight was superseded by 
faith. Not always will the path of life 
be clear to you. Many times you will have 
to walk by faith, going straight forward in 
the line of duty as it comes to you, and 
thus trusting and working you will reach 
the goal of your desires. Follow the Star. 

V. 10. They found great Joy. Joy and 
happiness are sought for by the great ma- 
jority of mankind. They are like the ignus 
fatuui, the more you chase them the more 
they elude you. You can never find them 
by seeking them. They are by-products 
found only in following Him. Forget the 
search for happiness and seek to live -for 
Christ and others and you will find as did 
these wise men of old “exceeding great joy.” 
Follow the Star. 

V. 11. They found the Savior. This is 
the treasure of all treasures, the pearl of 
great price, the food for the spiritually hun- 
gry, the water of life for the thirsty. Fol- 
lowing the Star of Bethlehem will lead you 
to all of these, for they are all centered 
in Him. Following this star we shall be 
saved from our sins. Follow the Star. 

V. 11. They found Service. Men follow- 
ing the light of the Star of Bethlehem must 
find service to others. Helpful service, un- 
selfish service, noble service, the service 
which has brought comfort and cheer to 
sorrowing, discouraged, burdened hearts. 
Follow the Star. 


By Way of Illustration 
There is a Russian tradition that an old 
woman was at work in her house when the 
Wise Men from the east passed on their way 
to find the Christ child. “Come with us,” 
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Mrs. J. Pressley Barrett 


;MILY SUSAN EVERETT (Mrs. J. Pressley Barrett) daughter of Mr. 

and Mrs. Elisha Everett, Nansemond County, Virginia, was born October 

8, 1857, and passed to her reward October 25, 

1921, aged sixty-four years and seventeen 
ays. 

Her childhood and early school days were 
spent in the home of her parents. Later she 
entered Salem Female Academy, Salem, Win- 
ston, N. C., then known far, as well as near, 
as one of the best female schools in all of the 
South. 

In 1882, she began her public work for the 
Sunday-school by preparing the lessons for the 
primary department of The Sunday School 
Worker at Raleigh, N. C. On November 7, 
1882, she was united in marriage to Rev. J. 
Pressley Barrett, then editor of The Christian 
Sun, the organ of the Southern Christian Con- 
vention. At the request of the publisher of 
that paper she soon took charge of the Chil- 
dren’s Corner, which under the nom de plume 
of “Aunt Minnie,” she filled with real success 
for several years. She soon became her hus- 
band’s assistant in editing and publishing The 
Christian Sun, taking his place whenever his 
duties called him to the field, and that was often. When her husband became 
editor of The Herald of Gospel Liberty in 1907, she became not officially, but 
truly his assistant, and did a great deal of work which she did gladly and 
gratuitously. 

She was a systematic worker. Practically, she did everything by ‘the 
clock—on time. If she was called to do work for which she did not feel her- 
self qualified, she would at once undertake to qualify herself and then proceed. 
She was a Sunday-school teacher in the Memorial Christian Temple, Norfolk, 
Virginia, and at Covington, Ohio; but when she moved to Dayton much was 
being said of teacher training. She had been given a class in the Sunday- 
school of the First Church of that city; but forthwith she took, and graduated 
in, the teacher-training course, preparing herself to do her best. When she 
removed from Dayton, Ohio, to Columbus, Georgia, she was given a class in 
the Rose Hill Christian Sunday-school which she taught as long as her health 
would permit. When she moved to Holland, Virginia, she was not really able 
to take a class; but she served as a supply teacher. Her best work in teach- 
ing at Holland, Virginia, was as the instructor of the missionary class. 

For more than fifteen years she was in declining health, due to valvular 
weakness of the heart. But though she knew her life was ‘doomed, she was 
almost constantly cheerful and happy. During the early part of 1921, it was 
plainly evident that she could not hold on much longer. She recognized the 
fact, but maintained her fine courage and sweet cheerfulness to the last. Last 
July she said to her husband that she “wished to spend her last days with 
Ethel,” her daughter; and quickly arrangements were made by her husband 
to take her to the daughter’s home which was then at Darlington, South Caro- 
lina. She stood the trip well, but in a few days grew much worse—and it was 
the beginning of a last long struggle. About the first of October the daughter’s 
home was moved to Wilson, North Carolina; but she was permitted to be in 
this new and beautiful home but twenty-five days, when suddenly the death 
angel came and in a moment she was gone. 

On October 27, they laid her body in the beautiful Cedar Hill cemetery 
at Suffolk, Virginia, where her father and mother, her brothers and sisters 
sleep. The funeral was from the Christian Church in Suffolk, and was con- 
ducted by Rev. I. W. Johnson, pastor of her childhood’s home church, Berea, 
Nansemond County. The floral offerings sent from devoted friends and loved 
ones in four States were both lavish and beautiful, worthily ae the 
estimate they placed upon her life of love and service. Revs. W. Johnson, 
D. D., H. H. Butler, and W. M. Jay, paid beautiful word caieenen to her 
memory. Rev. Jas. H. Lightbourne read the Scriptures. On account of ill- 
ness Dr. W. W. Staley, the pastor of the Suffolk church, could not be present. 

“Life’s race well run, 
Life’s work well done, 4 


Life’s crown well won— 
Now comes rest.” 


Mrs. Barrett was a woman of most pleasing personality and of beautiful 
Christian character. She had a sublime faith in God, to whom she turned con- 
stantly in the most loving and intimate fellowship. She served her Lord and 
Master with unswerving loyalty, and frequently pushed her weakened body 
to the limit of its strength in His service. She was a splendid housekeeper, a 
faithful helpmeet, a devoted mother, a fine Sunday-school teacher, a wise wife 
for a pastor and unusually fitted to her husband’s particular needs; and a 
genuine friend, not merely to one class but to all who needed her help. Those 
who knew her ‘intimately feel that their lives have been indelibly enriched and 
impressed by the sweetness of her smile and the beauty of her friendship. 

ALVA M. KERR. 


MRS. J. PRESSLEY BARRETT 


DECEMBER 15, 1921 
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they said, “we have seen His star in the 
east and go to worship Him.” “I will come, 
but not now,” she answered; “I have my 
house to set in order; when this is done I 
will follow and find Him.” But when her 


work was done the three kings had passed 


on their way across the desert, and the star 
shone no more in the darkened heavens. She 
never saw the Christ child, but she is liv- 
ing and searching for Him still. For His 
sake she takes care of all His children, She 
fancies that in each poor, little one she feeds 
she may find the Christ child, whom she neg- 
lected ages ago, but is doomed to eternal 
disappointment. Follow the Star while it 
shines. 


The greatest and wisest have been follow- 
ers of the star, through all the centuries. 
Johnathan Edwards, the learned metaphy- 
sician; Herschel, the great astronomer; 
Benjamin Franklin, the philosopher; John 
Milton and Alfred Tennyson, the great 
poets; William Blackstone, the great law 
commentator; General Gordon, George 
Washington, the brave warriors; David Liv- 
ingstone, the intrepid explorer; Earl Shaft- 
esbury, William E. Gladstone, and Charles 
E. Hughes, mighty statesmen, all followers 
of the Star. 


“There must have been a light in the 
heart, or the light in the sky had been of 
no use. Nay, the sky may become one burn- 
ing star, but if there be no light in the 
soul, no power of vision, the light itself will 
be but darkness.” 


There is a light which flashes and is gone, 
and yet survives. There is a light which 
eludes, but never deceives. There is a light 
which guides as it flies. There is a light 
which comes only to those who seek in the 
night, and feel after what they cannot find, 
and can still nurse “the unconquerable 
hope,” and can never lose heart. There is 
a light which is forever in motion, and can 
be retained only by moving it. There is a 
light always just ahead of where you stand. 
You must follow if you would arrive; and 
- following must never cease.—H. S. Hol- 


The Wise Men found the King they sought. 
And yet it was but the least of Him they 
found, only the child that was to become 
the King. There was infinitely more to find 
as the years rolled on and He lived, and 
taught, and healed, and worked wonders, 
and died, and rose again. The search will 
never end, and the King be wholly known, 
till He has become King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords.—Peloubet’s Notes. 


No one can find Jesus as He is except by 
searching for Him. The search is essential 
to finding Him, or knowing Him when 
found. Moral training, strength, growth, 
life, come from the intense struggle to reach 
the goal. Sitting on the mountain top of 
vision, when carried there by the Magic 
Carpet, is a very small thing compared to 
the strength and vigor and power which 
come from climbing up to the glorious vis- 
ion.—I bid. 

For Discussion 


What gains from an ideal? 

What gains from following an ideal? 

Name some unworthy ideals we should not follow. 

What promise in the Bible tells us that we may 
find rest in following the “star?” 

Give a verse in the Bible that teaches that we find 
peace in following the “star.” 

Give a verse in the Bible which teaches that we 
shall ,find increase of knowledge in following the 


Quote a verse in the Bible which tells us that life 
is found in following the “star.” 


For the Flower Committee 


PURCHASE some narcissus and hyacinth 

bulbs and place them in the hands of 
members who will promise to plant them 
and care for them and when they are in 


bloom bring them to the church for use dur- 
ing the Sunday services and then turn them 
over to some shut-in. Give these bulbs at 
different times so that they will be coming 
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along and not all be in bloom at the same 
time. 
1023 Garfield Ave., 
Springfield, Ohio. 


Pecrccccoooos 


A Paper for Young Men 


3f32),| AVE you, Mr. Pastor, realized that The Herald of 
4 GS/? Gospel Liberty is a periodical that will appeal to 
ees | your young men of intelligence? Teachers, stu- 
MS: Sly dents, and other young men who read and think 
will soon learn greatly to appreciate its editorials and its 
Christian interpretations of current events. Listen to this 
word from Princeton University. 

I wish to say I am most thoroughly pleased with the editorials 
of The Herald of Gospel Liberty. I spend my week-ends here on 
the Princeton Theological Seminary campus, instead of going out 
to preach as many of the students do; and consequently I have 
time to read the leading church papers of the country. I am 
certain the editorials in The Herald are equal in every way to 
any of the editorials in like papers which come to the Princeton 











J. G. TRUITT. 


you are making a mistake if you are not also training 
the younger and more aggressive element of your church to 
read it. Put it into the homes of your young and middle- 
aged members and it will soon put a new type of vision 
and pep into your church. You are neglecting your great- 
est friend when you are neglecting to get subscribers for 
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The Christian Publishing Association 
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| libraries. 
Princeton, N. J. 
THE Herald is not simply for old folks. They love it. But 
The Herald. Try it and see. 





Dayton, Ohio 





Communications 


Lodges Are a Compromise 


I wish to express my appreciation of the 
splendid article by Dr. Helfenstein on se- 
cret orders. 

In my own mind I am convinced that 
lodges are a compromise. If the church had 
done during her early history, and if she 
were doing now, the kind of fraternal work 
the lodges are organized and instituted to 
do, we would probably have no need for the 
lodges. But since that has not been done, I 
am sure the lodge holds a justifiable place, 
and is doing a worthy work. 


In my former pastorate many of my most 
faithful members were members of secret 
orders. I found they did not do, almost to 
an individual, what some church members 
will do, “take up a reproach against his 
neighbor.” That lesson was learned some- 
where. Let us hope in the church. In my 
present pastorate I find many of the offi- 
cers and prominent workers are high up in 
Masonry and Oddfellowship. They are in- 
terested in the work of the church. I can 


speak only from my experience, and I can- 
not say lodges are a hindrance to the work 
of the church. - 
I am convinced that the lodges are doing 
a very wonderful work. My advice to any 
young man would be to connect himself with 
a good secret society. He ought, in justice 
to himself and family, if he gets married, 
protect himself with life insurance; and 
sometimes that can be very satisfactorily 
done through a lodge. 
H. R. CLEM. 


An Opinion of the Herald 


Many people have been expressing them- 
selves pro and con concerning The Herald 
during the past year. Some have words of 
praise, while others became so wrought up 
because their opinion did not altogether 
agree with some writer that they ordered 
the editor to stop sending them the paper. 

Now I have a word to say personally to 
every member of the Christian Church. We 
must not forget that we came out of sec- 
tarianism, and mean simply to be known as 
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Christians, and none other. The Herald is 
the only paper that stands as an advocate of 
that truth. That doctrine and fellowship 
took hold of my life in youthful days. It 
just suits me. Now The Herald is an ad- 
vocate of that doctrine. There may be ar- 
ticles published in it that cannot be har- 
monized with my way of thinking. So may 


there, be at any great dinner a few dishes - 


that do not suit my taste; but I say nothing 
and go on eating the things that suit me. 
So it is with The Herald of Gospel Liberty. 
It is filled with good food for the Christian 
Church. Every member needs it. It is an 
evidence of loyalty and faithfulness to our 
brotherhood. Where The Herald is not seen 
in the home, it leaves an impression of in- 
difference in faithfulness to our cause. One 
who does not take the paper may be faithful 
and sincere for our cause as far as he may 
be informed; but he cannot in the larger 
sense of having a great vision of our field, 
and in the broader sense of fellowship and 
love. The Herald is in existence for that 
purpose. 

Let us look at some of the food it provides 
for us at this date. Having been shut in 
since October 24 with bodily affliction, the 
first good dish was to get sight of The Her- 
ald as it was brought into the room. Why? 
Because it brings freshness and good cheer 
from many of our own brethren who are 
giving their lives for the cause we love. I 
have learned to know most all of them, 
and that means to love them. Another good 
dish full of good things. Have you fol- 


lowed the journey of our brother, Dr. J. O. 
Atkinson, from Elon College to Porto Rico? 
Though sick, I have been with him all the 
way. I saw the scenes of the sea on the 
vessel and I am now feeding on the things 
of Porto Rico. 

I could not miss lunching well on the 
writings from Dr. Woodworth, Rev. Susie 
V. Fry and husband, the Garmans, Miss 
Williams—and on the sweet memories of the 
McCords. We know them all; and some of 
them were near to us before they sailed 
abroad “to the uttermost parts of the 
earth.” 

Other good dishes are “Front Page,” “Per- 
sonal mention,” “At prayer time,” “Forward 
movement,” “American Christian Conven- 
tion,” and the Sunday-school and Christian 
Endeavor lessons. I cannot name them all. 
If some dish on the table does not taste 
good to you, do not push back and refuse it 
all. 

Brethren, The Herald is ours. It is good 
food for the Christians. If it is not what 
we would love to see, let us help to make it 
better in the spirit of the Master. I am sure 
it would encourage the editor. If you have 
any misunderstanding, kindly write him and 
your interests and opinions will not be dis- 
regarded, but will be kindly considered. 

There are so many more dishes—but I am 
tiring and must rest. I hope to be out with- 
in a week, but the Lord’s will be done. 

I. M. HOEL. 

Tuscola, Ill. 


From the Field 


ILLINOIS 


Avon, December 7—At Olive recently we 
were pleased to have with us Bro. Hall and 
Bro. Bennett of the Forward Movement. 
Their messages were well received. A For- 
ward Movement committee has been ap- 
pointed in the church. The various sub- 
committees will soon be appointed. Our 
red and blue contest closed a short time ago, 
after a ten weeks’ drive. Attendance on 
the last Sunday was 174. A number of the 
newcomers promise to stay with us as reg- 
ular attendants——JOHN A. STOVER, Pastor. 


Texas City, December 5—I have been 
with Bro. Bennett in a revival at Pleasant 
Union. We feel that the church has been 
greatly revived. Bro. Bennett preached 
some splendid sermons, which were well re- 
ceived by the people, and we believe that the 
church has received a greater vision of the 
Christ. They have a fine class of young 
people there who are very accurate in the 
work. They are planning for their twice-a- 
week prayer-meeting. We pray that they 
will carry on their good work and their 
boldness for the Lord. Our prayer-meeting 
at Texas City is continuing with great suc- 
cess, and we hope to be able to build up our 
Sunday-school and prayer-meetings with a 
larger force.—CECIL LEEK. 


Pleasant View—The revival at Pleasant 
View is progressing splendidly under the 
able leadership of Sister Charlotte Nash, of 
St. Louis. The sermon Sunday morning was 
taken from the text, “Behold the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the sin of the 
world.” . Such an inspiring and uplifting 
sermon it is not often our privilege to hear. 
Certainly the Lord was there. The members 
and pastor of the neighboring Methodist 
Church of Greenhill visited with us both in 
the morning and evening services on Sun- 
day. It is certainly a great encouragement 
to have the co-operation and prayers of a 
neighboring church. Let us all work to- 
gether in the fight against sin. Seven addi- 


tions have been made to the church at this 
writing. The meeting will probably con- 
tinue this week.—Mrs. LUCILE CHIDDIX, Cor- 
responding Secretary. 


Newton, December 6—We closed an eight- 
een days’ special effort here last Sunday. 
Four appreciated young people united with 
the church. Bad weather and sickness were 
hindering causes during the entire series of 
these services. While this effort did not add 
largely to the church’s numerical dimen- 
sions, it was one of genuine worth to the 
membership in spiritual effect, and this was 
probably our greater need. Now that our 
revival effort is over, we go forward in the 
happy purpose of being a stronger and 
more competent people of God. Our church 
finances are also on a sound basis for the 
coming year, having been duly provided for 
under the budget system. We have also 
put on the Forward Movement program, 
and feel confident that it will bring us good 
results during the year’s work. Revs. Hall 
and Bennett, our field men, are to be with us 
tomorrow. Their coming will bring us help 
and inspiration. We go to our Hidalgo 
charge next for revival services.—R. J. 
ELLIs. 


Olney, December 7—The field men, 
Brother Hall and Brother Bennett, are in 
this section in the interest of the Forward 
Movement. These men certainly have a 
great, worth while message, if people would 
go and hear them. Revs. Shaw and Brock 
are in a special meeting at Sandy Creek. 
Rev. S. Price, assisted by the evangelist, 
Mrs. Nash, is in a great meeting at Pleas- 
ant View. Reports are coming that it is the 
greatest that has ever been held in the com- 
munity. The Antioch Church gave their 
pastor, Rev. Shaw, an old-fashioned pound- 
ing last Friday. It surely came as a great 
blessing to the family, as two of Brother 
Shaw’s children have been down with ty- 
phoid fever for weeks. The little boy is still 
confined to his bed. One member was re- 
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Candy Boxes 


BRICK AND FIREPLACE, NO. 1 


Background is red. Decorative rib- 
bon and holly leaves are produced in 





green, Children in playful poses and 
the fireside scenes tend to give this box 
an unusual attractiveness. Price, per 
100, $2.00. Fewer than 100, 3e each. 


POINSETTIA AND HOLLY LEAF, NO. 2 

Background is white. The poinsettia 
and holly leaf are beautifully litho- 
graphed in bright Christmas colors— 





red and green. This design of box is 
always popular. Price, $2.00 per 100. 
Fewer than 100, 3e each. 


CHILDREN’S BOX, NO. 3 


Background is red. Edges are done 
in green. Toys, bells, and Christmas 
tree are executed in pleasing colors. 
This box especially appeals to the tiny 





tots or beginners and Cradle Roll ages. 
— $2.00 per 100. Fewer than 100, 3e 
each. 
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Scatter Sunshine With Christ- 
mas Greeting Cards 


ceived here at Olney last week. Rev. A. H. 
Bennett is holding great meetings on his 
circuit. Rev. Frank Bell is with Rev. Ver- 
nor Ellis at Shiloh in a series of meetings. 
President Levi Carter has accepted the pas- 


‘toral care of the Sumner Church.—aA. O. 


JACOBS. 


Atwood, December 5—We are in the 
midst of a very fine meeting here, and 
Brother Alferd Shumate, of Lima, Ohio, is 
assisting with the singing. The people think 
him one of the best that ever came this 
way, and the pastor joins in that opinion. 
We are hoping for a great meeting. The 
evangelist conducted the morning service to 
good acceptance, and Rev. G. N. Wilkerson, 
of the Methodist Church, preached a fine 
sermon Sunday night. The pastor had to 
be absent over Sunday to preach at another 
point, Trimble, Ill., to which he has been 
called to preach one-fourth time. We had 
a good beginning and a large attendance at 
all the services, despite the snowstorm and 
mud. The people at Trimble have just put 
a good concrete foundation under their 
church, and are putting a basement under 
the entire building for social and general 
community services. We have .one more 
Sunday that we may devote to some church 
needing a pastor for one- -fourth time, and 
we are open for dates *to hold two evangel- 
istic meetings during the year. We called 
to see Brother I. M. Hoel today and found 
him sitting up. He said he felt better than 
at any time during his sickness. He and 
his consecrated wife have been patient and 
heroic during the long siege of sickness that 
has visited them. We bespeak the prayers 
of the brotherhood for them.—G. . W. 
SHEPHERD. 


Ashton, December 5—The work at Wash- 
ington Grove has been hindered some re- 
cently by inclement weather. Our pro- 
tracted meeting was to have begun the last 
Sunday in November, but had to be post- 
poned—at least we thought it advisable to 
do so—until the roads were in a more fav- 
orable condition. Our Thanksgiving supper 
at the parsonage, under the auspices of the 
Ladies’ Aid society, was much better at- 
tended than we had thought it might be. A 
hundred persons or more were present. The 
service and program at the church the same 
evening were worth while. Brother Thomas 
Paddock, of our church and community, who 
was so seriously injured in a runaway some 
six weeks ago, is not much improved. He is 
still in the Rochelle hospital. It is still dif- 
ficult to determine just what the ultimate 
outcome may be. We are praying that he 
may recover. His family and the commun- 
ity seem to need him so much. Several of 
his neighbors proved themselves friends in- 
deed a few weeks ago when they went and 
husked out his crop of corn. Mrs. Paddock 
has also been seriously ill, which adds much 
to the sadness of the situation. Will you 
not pray for them? We are still publishing 
our little paper in the interest of our church 
and community. Our Christmas number 
will be out soon. The people seem to ap- 

reciate its monthly visits very much. We 

lieve it does much good in the name of the 
Master. Rev. Simon Bennett, Field Worker 
of the Forward Movement, was with us No- 
vember 26 in the interest of the Movement. 
He went from here to Leaf River for a simi- 
lar meeting with Pastor Walk and his peo- 
ple. His coming was an inspiration to a 
few of us. We are sorry more could not 
have been with us for the instruction he 
gave. We regret that Rev. W. J. Hall, the 
Field Secretary of the Forward Movement, 
could not be with us according to previous 
plans. We wish to express our sympathy on 
behalf of Brother Hyram Miller and family 
of the South Bend Church, in the loss they 
sustain by the death of the baby girl. We 


have pastored the church there and 
are personally acquainted with Brother and 
Sister Miller as loyal supporters of the 
church. May the Lord comfort their hearts. 
—E. C. GEEDING. 


INDIANA 


Linn Grove, December 5—We are glad to 
report that our Christian Endeavor here is 
taking on new life under the leadership of 
our worthy president, Miss Sarah Buck- 
master. Special efforts are being put forth 
by the different leaders to make their pro- 
gram interesting. This is but one indica- 
tion of the active interest throughout the 
church for which we give God the glory.— 
BERT PAGE, Pastor. 


Albion, December 3—We closed an eight- 
een days’ meeting with my church here— 
Merriam Church—December 1. The attend- 
ance was good throughout the meeting. The 
interest was fine, with a positive evidence 
of the deepening of the spiritual life of the 
church. There were six additions to the 
church, and there is a fine prospect of more 
to follow. Evangelist R. E. Lucas, of Leb- 
anon, Ind., conducted the song service and 
did a very commendable work for the church 
and young people of the community. A 
free-will offering of $81.74 was presented 
him at the close of the meeting. With new 
courage and hope we shall go forward. Our 
Sunday-school will give a Christmas can- 
tata.—J. C. OREBAUGH. 


Mooreland, December 3—The Ladies’ Aid 
of our church gave a moving picture enter- 
tainment at the K. of P. Hall Thanksgiving 
night entitled “The Stream of Life.” The 
picture was witnessed by a crowded house 
and was pronounced one of the best ever 
seen. The pictures were grouped in such a 
manner that it provided a powerful sermon, 
following the life of a man from the cradle 
to the grave, through the many epochs of 
his life, some portions in which he had for- 
gotten God and later, after discovering his 
mistakes again giving his life to his Mas- 
ter and finally in his dying moments tri- 
umphing in his unswerving faith. The com- 
munity heartily endorsed the program and 
is calling for a repetition of such entertain- 
ments under the auspices of the church. The 
picture is distributed by the International 
Church Film Corporation, Reibold Bldg., 
Dayton, Ohio.—C. B. KERSHNER. 


Booneville, December 6—Sunday evening, 
December 5, we closed a very successful two 
weeks’ meeting. Our worthy pastor, Rev. 
P. V. Harris, did the preaching and Rev. 
Bert Page had charge of the singing. Al- 
though the weather was bad the main audi- 
torium was pretty well filled every night. 
The Sunday-school rooms had to be opened 
on several nights. On the first night of the 
meetings, Bro. W. P. Minton was with us 
and gave his illustrated lecture on Japan, 
to a packed house. Good interest was shown 
throughout the meetings. The folks of the 
community who are not Christians were 
there every night and seemed to enjoy every 
service. The result was that twenty-nine 
came forward and twenty-seven of them 
joined the church and the other two expect 
to go to other churches with their member- 
ship. Of this number seventeen were adults, 
two were under ten years of age, and ten 
were between the ages of twelve and eight- 
een. This, with the strengthening of the 
present membership, makes a wonderful 
victory for the church.—EARL BAYMAN. 


Middletown, December 8—Sunday night, 
December 4, marked the closing of a three- 
weeks’ meeting at the Fall Creek Christian 
Church, Middletown, Ind. It was a marked 
success in every way. The interest was 
good at the beginning and continued 
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throughout the entire meeting. Large con- 
gregations came each night. A fine spirit 
of co-operation prevailed. Many people 
from the other churches in town were reg- 
ular in attendance. The success .of this 
meeting is evidence of the seed sown by my 
predecessors. The result of their faithful 
labor is now coming to light. The church is 
planning to do larger work and to put on 
a more aggressive program. This is the evi- 
dence of growth. The writer had the good 
pleasure of receiving twenty-one people into 
church fellowship during the meeting. Some 
were heads of families. There were eight 
by confession, and thirteen came by letter. 
On October 2, at our mid-week prayer meet- 
ing, we received one person into the church. 
This makes twenty-two we have taken in 
since coming to this work September 1. The 
Lord has wonderfully blessed us in our la- 
bors. One of the splendid features of our 
mid-week prayer meeting is the Bible study. 
We are giving a systematic study of the 
Book of Romans. The people are exceed- 
ingly glad for the course. Our work at 
Sulphur Springs seems to be progressing 
very nicely. Much interest is being taken in 
the Sunday-school and prayer meeting. The 
writer is giving the course of study in Rom- 
ans in connection with the regular prayer 
meeting program. We are planning to hold 
our revival meeting at this place in Jan- 
uary. The people are planning and pray- 
ing for a very successful meeting. Only as 
we depend on God for strength, and put im- 
— trust and confidence in Him can we 
ope for such a meeting. We ask the pray- 
ers of the brotherhood that we may prove 
ourselves worthy of the cause of Christ.— 
R. E. EMMERT, Pastor. 


KENTUCKY 


Gregoryville, November 28—In order to 
let our many friends, who so liberally do- 
nated to the erection of the Robert Gee Me- 
morial Christian Church, know that it is be- 
ing used for the purpose for which it was 
built, I want to say we are having religious 
services. Professor George J. Everman de- 
livered an interesting oration on Sunday, 
November 20. The congregation seemed to 
be much interested. He also filled the stand 
at seven p. m., the house being well filled. 
All of them appreciated his sermons and in- 
vited him back.—RoBERT GEE. 


NEW YORK 


Thurston—We began a meeting of two 
weeks beginning November 6, 1921, and as 
a result of faithful preaching of the Word 
by our Bro. Gennett, of Evergreene, Pa., 
fourteen were added to the church and much 
good done along spiritual lines in the church 
and community. All departments of the 
church are in a growing condition and the 
attendance at all the services of the house 
of the Lord is above the average of a coun- 
try community. Much of this is due to the 
faithful superintendent of the Sunday- 
school, Mrs. Fenner Eddy, who is a live wire 
in up-to-date methods of Sunday-school 
work. Remember us at the Throne of Grace 
all ye Herald readers.—C. O. BROWN. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Greensboro, December 5—We received 
eight members into the First Church here 
yesterday. The work keeps looking up with 
every prospect of a good year.—H. R. 
CLEM, Pastor. 

OHIO 


Bethel, December 1—According to the 
plan of Bro. McD. Howsare and the South- 
ern Ohio Christian Conference for an evan- 
gelistic campaign throughout our confer- 
ence, November 16-27, the Antioch Church 
opened, but with a small congregation due 





THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


to heavy rain. Although the weather was 
very unfavorable the attendance and inter- 
est increased and we feel that great good 
was accomplished. As a result of the meet- 
ing weekly prayer service has been organ- 
ized. Rev. S. Q. Helfenstein conducted the 
service from Saturday evening, November 
19, to the close. To him we give credit for 
the success of the meeting because of the 
simple yet forceful way in which he gave us 
the gospel truth. Our community will long 
remember the Christlike spirit which he 
lived while in our midst—JOHN D. KING, 
Pastor. 


Laura, December 2—Our work here is 
progressing nicely since the days of joy 
riding and Sunday dinners are coming to an 
end until the summer days come again. Our 
prayer-meeting is growing in numbers and 
interest. I have been with the Laura peo- 
ple for fifteen months and I have led the 
prayer-meeting but once, and that was the 
first night I was here. The young people, 
as well as the older folks, take their turn 
in leading. Sometimes they only read, and 
some of the young pray and testify. My 
aim is to develop leaders and I find all will 
respond when they feel you are there to 
help. On November 29 there were twenty- 
four of the young people of this place with 
nine of the North Clayton friends who came 
in to spend the evening and to remind me 
that I had reached another milestone in life. 
I served the North Clayton Church for three 
years. The evening was spent in a social 
way and at a late hour all departed for their 
homes declaring they had had a good'timeand 
wishing us many more birthdays. We were 
remembered with many useful presents and 
the necessaries of life, making it not only an 
enjoyable time but a profitable one to us as 
well. We began our work with the Houston 
Church about a month ago and find them 
a congenial people to work with and hope. 
we may be used of the Lord at this place to 
build up the work. They are planning to 
have a Christmas entertainment at that 
point on Christmas Eve and we are expect- 
ing a good time.—A. B. HouSEMAN, Pastor. 


Conneaut—It was my privilege to spend 
Sunday and Monday, October 9 and 10, in 
the church and Sunday-school at Conneaut, 
Ohio. The pastor and people, as well as the 
Sunday-school superintendent, had prepared 
for my coming. I was given the morning 
service hour for an appeal for more thought 
for the children of our communities, and 
was afterward enabled to visit several of 
the classes of. the Sunday-school and ob- 
serve the work being done. I was also giv- 
en about ten minutes during the closing 
period of the Sunday-school, part of which 
was taken up in a story for the children. 
Arrangements had been made for a work- 
er’s conference in the afternoon, and a 
large number came out. Questions came 
thick and fast, and this conference lasted 
about an hour and a half. At 6:30 I was 
with the young people in their Christian 
Endeavor, where I found an enthusiastic, 
earnest group of workers, eager to “Go For- 
ward” in the King’s business. Monday was 
spent in visiting some of the teachers, and 
planning for the future of the work. Then 
at night, the superintendent, Mr. Palmer, 
had arranged for a “Worker’s Council” 
meeting. The first half hour, the group 
divided into smaller groups, each depart- 
ment by itself. The work of the past month 
was discussed, and the work of the coming 
month planned. The last half hour was 
spent in a discussion of the written reports 
presented by each department, and a gen- 
eral discussion of the work of the entire 
school. The main value of such a confer- 
ence is that all the school is kept in close 
touch. It was interesting to note that as 
the department reports were read other 
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groups were heard to say, “We did not know 
they were doing that.” I feel that such a 
two days’ session as was held at Conneaut 
is most thoroughly well worth while, and I 
wish that more of our schools would give 
the Field Secretary such an opportunity of 
meeting and planning with them.—Mrs. F. 
E. Butuock, Field Secretary of Sunday- 
schools. 


Bladen, December 2—Since our annual 
session of the Ohio Eastern Christian Con- 
ference was held at Langsville, the churches 
have almost all been supplied with pastors. 
On November 19, I met Rev. W. E. Ewing, 
of Rio Grande, in Gallipolis, and he in- 
formed me that he had: a splendid meeting 
with his charge at Bulaville, Ohio, nineteen 
having united with the church. He had 
with him in his meeting Brother F. G. 
Strickland, of Columbus, Ohio, who did very 
able preaching for the church. Brother 
Strickland is doing a grand work in our con- 
ference. I went from Gallipolis to Creola, 


Vinton County. I found the church to be in 
a weak condition. Brother Strickland is giv- 
ing them Friday night preaching as he goes 
to his appointment at Columbia Church, 
Meigs County. It is hoped he will do great 
good for Creola. 


From Creola I went to 
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Diamond Church, Hocking County, where 
I stayed from November 20 to the 26th, and 
’ from there I went to Logan, Ohio, where I 
was with them over Sunday. The work of 
the church at Logan is much better than 
it has been for years. There are stronger 
workers now than there have been in the 
past. Brother George B. Hooper is a cap- 
able man in the Sunday-school work. He 
has also organized a Christian Endeavor so- 
ciety and it is a live one. The pastor, Rev. 
W. L. Souders, is a very active young man 
of good report in the town and I look for 
good results from his labor with the church. 
They requested me to come and be with them 
in their revival meetings this winter, which 
I promised them to do.—SAMUEL LEWISs, 
Field Secretary. 


Palmer College 


The examining committee from the State 
University, composed of Drs. Norman M. 
Trenholme, Herman B. Almstedt, and Her- 
man Schlundt, visited the college recently. 
After visiting the various classes the mem- 
bers of the committee were very cordial in 
their expressions of approval of the work 
being done. Dr. Trenholme spoke at the 
chapel service on the Washington Confer- 
ence on Limitation of Armaments. 

County Superintendent Earle C. Duncan, 
of Gentry County, has been making a sur- 
vey of the public schools and giving intelli- 
gence tests to all of the students. He has 
been assisted in this work by the educa- 
tional department of the Maryville Teach- 
ers’ College. Two members of the Palmer 
faculty, Professors Phelps and Brooks, 
were on the staff of workers. In this way 
Palmer has been making a contribution to 
the State educational work. 

The union Thanksgiving services were 
held in the college chapel. The sermon was 
preached by Rev. C. G. Schurman, of the 
Disciple Church. The college chorus, as- 
sisted by the choirs of the churches, fur- 
nished the music. 

The faculty of the Conservatory of Music 
gave a program for the Entre Nous Club of 
Ridgeway recently. They report a happy 
occasion and a generous reception by the 
members of the club. 

A large chorus has been organized under 
the direction of Prof. Gertrude Northrop 
and is furnishing some very fine music for 
various public occasions. 

The work on the new athletic grounds is 
nearing completion. It has taken a great 
deal of grading to put the grounds in good 
condition, but under the direction of the 
Chamber of Commerce of Albany, the citi- 
zens of the community have rallied to the 
work, and as a result the college will have 
a fine athletic field. The football team has 
played five games this season, winning three 
out of the five. 

D. B. ATKINSON. 


Palmer College Notes 


The college, has at present 215 enrollments 
in all departments. There is an increase of 
fifty percent in the college proper. 

The annual faculty reception and the 
faculty recital were well attended and the 
merit of the latter much appreciated by 
the townspeople. 

The first of the series of the college re- 
citals was given last week by advanced stu- 
dents in voice, piano, violin, and expression. 
It is the purpose to get these features dis- 
tributed through a larger part of the year 
than heretofore. 

New additions to the faculty this year are 
Dr. D. B. Atkinson, A. M., D. D., Bible and 
Social Sciences; Gilbert Hawthorne Taylor, 
A. M., Ph. D., Romance Languages; Daw- 
son Phelps, A. M., History; Gertrude M. 


Northrop, A. M., Voice; Howard A. Brooks, 
Commerce; Claude E. Dean, Vielin and Or- 
chestral Instruments. 

The president has been giving a series of 
“Wayside Talks to Learners on the Art of 
Learning” as chapel features. Another 
series will follow in which each professor 
will outline the practical value of the studics 
of his department to life. These will con- 
tinue into the new year. 

On a recent Sunday nine additions were 
received into the College Church. Others 
are to be received soon. 

The annual Thank Offering of the wom- 
an’s missionary society amounted to $27.40. 
The society is holding very interesting meet- 
ings. 

The faculty members are holding semi- 
monthly meetings for fellowship, book re- 
views, and general educational discussions. 
These have been delightful and profitable 
sessions. Recent features have been a dis- 
cussion of the “American Academy at 
Rome” from a three years’ personal contact 
with it, by Dr. Taylor, and a review of 
“Three Soldiers” by Prof. Brooks. 

Prof. Hamilton and President Coffin at- 
tended the Missouri State Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation at St. Louis. The president. is a 
member of the State Council. Palmer was 
on the Honor Roll of the Association with 
a one hundred percent enrollment of its 
faculty. 

Presiding officers elected for the church 
societies are as follows: Sunday-school sup- 
erintendent, Winona Kyle; Christian En- 
deavor president, Ruth Brackney; woman’s 
missionary Society, Mrs. Lulu Coffin. 

Nearly all dormitory students remained on 
the campus over Thanksgiving. Christmas 
holiday vacation will be from December 21 
to January 3 

The demands on Dr. Atkinson for various 
occasions in this section of the State are in 


- excess of his strength in connection with 


his regular college work. *_* 


To Miami Ohio Conference Pastors 


Just because the Miami Ohio Conference, 
at its recent session, failed to set apart a 
particular day to be observed as “Herald of 
Gospel Liberty Day,” must not be inter- 
preted to mean lack of interest in our splen- 
did paper. But rather let it be understood 
that the wish of the Secretary of Publica- 
tions is not to have the matter emphasized 
simply on one Sunday in the year, and then 
forgotten, or treated with indifference the 
remainder of the year. It would be better 
to keep the matter constantly before the 
minds of the people. This can easily be 
done by every pastor, if he will frequently 
take the paper into the pulpit on the Sab 
bath and read or quote some one of the 
many excellent things to be found in every 
issue. . 

I think it is the concensus of opinion 
among the pastors of the Miami Confer- 
ence, that the paper never was better than 
at the present time, and that it ought to be 
a regular visitor to every home, instead of 
about one-fourth of the homes of the con- 
ference. Brethren of the ministry of the 
Miami Ohio Conference, let us double our 
diligence during these winter months, and I 
feel sure many new subscriptions may be 


secured, which will mean increased knowl- . 


edge of denominational affairs among the 
churches; and will evidently result in in- 
creased activity and loyalty. It seems to me 
it is utterly impossible for the people of our 
churches to keep in touch with the Forward 
Movement and other vital issues of our de- 
nominational life, and the constant progress 
of the Kingdom, unless they regularly read 
The Herald of Gospel Liberty. 

If this is true, then the duty of each pas 
tor is obvious, and the matter imperative. 


(21) 1197 


A few pastors have succeeded! “Go and do 
thou likewise!” A. W. Hook, 
Secretary of Publications, 
Miami Ohio Conference. 
Phoneton, Ohio. 


Receiving and Giving 


“And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit.”—Acts 2: 4. 
(THERE is no power for Christian service 

that does not consist in the communica- 
tion of the Spirit of God to other people; 
and only as we are suffused in the power 
of the Holy Spirit can we become the media 
which communicate this Spirit of God to 
others. He that ascended on high and re- 
ceived the Spirit, and poured it forth on 
others, links us to Himself in this holy life, 
so that we may receive the Spirit in order 
that we may pour it forth upon others. For 
those who thus yield to that Spirit there 
shall be repeated the experience of the first 
Pentecost, the baptism of fire that destroys 
the impure and energizes the life, the blow- 
ing of the wind of God, the flowing of the 
river that quenches our thirst, and then be- 
comes the very means of blessing, through 
us, to other men.—G. Campbell Morgan. 
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The Christmas Spirit 


A Story 


STRANGE, mysterious thrill was in 
A the air, and the quiet little village, 

nestled snuggly in the valley, felt its 
pervading presence. Even the snowflakes 
fell in a soft, caressing way, and hurrying 
forms lost some of their selfish haste to 
linger a moment near window and door- 
way displays. For the spirit of Christmas 
was abroad, whispering softly to every 
heart, peeping into every darkened corner, 
and bringing again to all the message that 
“God so loved the world”— 

But high on a hill, overlooking the val- 
ley, stood a great white house which the 
Christmas spirit had sought in vain to en- 
ter. Within a room of sumptuous elegance 
a woman sat in a wide window seat and 
gazed with hard, unseeing eyes at the val- 
ley scene below her. None knew better than 
she that the Christmas spirit was abroad. 
Tightly her heart was closed to evade its 
insistent call. She felt no joy in the Christ- 
mas bells; for her only loved one, her only 
son, had been one among those who had 
never returned from France. Accustomed 
to a life of selfish ease, she refused all means 
of comfort and brooded over the chaos of 
all her dreams with eyes unused to weep- 
ing and lips all unused to prayer. Christ- 
mas Eve had passed with no kind deeds done, 
no love tokens given; and Christmas Day 
found her alone at her window, wrapped in 
the bitter anguish of her soul. 

There came a queer little step on the 
porch outside; but, lost in reverie, the wom- 
an did not stir. Then slowly the heavy 
door pushed inward, and a small, sturdy 
figure appeared, of scarce more than baby 
years. He wore the pinched and woeful ex- 
pression of a hurt too deep for childhood: 
but the poorly clad little body suggested a 
strength too brave for tears. His great 
blue eyes gazed about him with the un- 
daunted courage of innocence, and his face, 
shining with cleanliness, was wondrously 
sweet. 


The woman’s hard eyes turned from the 
window and surveyed her intruding guest, 
too dazed to wonder how or whence he came. 
Ignoring the appeal in his searching eyes, 
she sat in silence, too icy to give him wel- 
come; too listless to bid him go. 


However, the small guest was untroubled 
by coldness. He was already accustomed 
to a lack of hospitality, a feeling of not be- 
ing wanted. Stepping in uninvited, he care- 
fully closed the door. 

“I come up to bring you a merry Christ- 
mas,” he announced with childish abrupt- 
ness. “I heard ’em talkin’ "bout you and 
how you had no one to love you, and I knew 
it ’ud be awful lonesome all alone on Christ- 
mas Day.” 

“What is this day to me?” asked the 
woman absently. “What can I get from 
Christmas when all of my hopes are dead?” 

“Oh, but it don’t mean getting,” answered 


the child, as he climbed into the window 
seat beside her. “The lady at the Sunday- 
school told me that it means giving, in- 
stead. That’s the reason I come up io you, 
‘cause I got nothin’ to give but just myself, 
for awhile. If Santa had come last night 
I could ’a’ gived what he brought me, but 
he didn’t come yet. He will, though,” he 
declared with childish faith. “He’s got lots 
of little boys to see to, an’ he’s just late. I 
know he’ll come, ’cause I asked Ged, an’ 
He'll send him. 

“I’m livin’ down there,” he pointed val- 
ley-ward, after a long silence. “My daddy 
was over to France, and he didn’t come back. 
Mommie an’ me tried to be awful big a- 
waitin’ for him; but mommie was sick lots, 
an’ it was harder after we knew he wouldn’t 
never come back any more.” The soft little 
voice trailed on and on, telling with urcon- 
scious childish pathos of the wait for daddy, 
and at last his mother’s sickness and death. 
Then there had been no money, and he had 
been sent here to some distant relatives who 
had no place for him in their hearts. 


“It’s kind o’ too bad for ’em, too,” he de- 
cided, thoughtfully. “They don’t no-ways 
want me around, havin’ a houseful of their 
own, and I heard ’em say there was a place 
fer little fellers what nobody wants to be 
bothered with. I’ll soon be a man, and then 
I’ll work an’ pay ’em back all they took 
care of me. 

“I’m not a quitter,” he stated. with proud 
emphasis. “My mommie an’ daddy was as 
brave as anything. Mommie used to hold 
me close an’, I think, suspected she was 
goin’ away, for she talked to me lots about 
me growin’ to be a big man an’ bein’ good, 
an’ all that. She always told me ’bout God 
and the angels what looks after a feller. She 
told me all about the star in God’s service 
flag what shone on the first Christmas night 
and stood for His only Son He gave. It was 
a wonderful thing for Him to do, Him bein’ 
rich an’ powerful, an’ ownin’ the whole 
world, so He didn’t have to a-tall, and it’s 
worse dying’ on a cross than in a battle. 
It’s awful hard givin’ a son, too, mommie 
said. I s’pect, most as hard as givin’ dad- 
dies an’ mommies.” He drew a sobbing 
breath and an agonized moan slipped from 
the mother’s white lips. 

“God’s on ’tother side the sky,” the child 
went on, reverently. His hands were 
clasped tightly together as he gazed hungri- 
ly at the dome of heaven, with a sweet ex- 
pression in the great blue eyes so like his 
mother’s. ‘“So’s my mommie an’ daddy an’ 
—an’ your boy, too, I s’pose,” he added very 
gently. “Mommie taught me to pray to God, 
an’ I always do, only that first night after 
she’d gone seemed ’s if I couldn’t say nuth- 
in’ much a-tall to God, but I guess He un- 
derstood, ’cause He understands a’most ev- 
erything. 


“We're not the only ones with hurts no- 
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propriate re- 
membrance can 
I give my 
young people 
when they join 
the church—in- 
expensive, yet 
something 
which they will 
always keep in 
their Bibles?” 


This problem 
puzzles the 
minds of pas- 
tors and Sun- 
day-school 
teachers. The 
solution is the 
Lord’s Prayer 
ar Twenty- 
third Psalm 
bookmark, 


Series B. 40 
cents each, 
postpaid. 


It is entirely 
of silk, ex- 
quisitely woven 
in three colors; 
and there is 
not a particle 
of printing on 
it—every letter 
and curve is 
woven into the 
fabric itself! A 
good printer re- 
cently said: “I 
did not believe 
it possible that 
it was all 
woven until I 
felt it.” Itisa 
triumph of art 
in weaving and 
the last word 
in bookmarks. 
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Christmas Offering Envelope, 50 cents 
a 100, postpaid. 


Beautifully lithographed in_ colors 
with designs on back and front and 
space for name, date, and amount. 


Christmas Post Cards 
Assorted 


A nice assortment of high-grade post 
cards at a very low price. Every sub- 
ject is neat, dainty, and appropriate to 
the season. 


Price, 20 cents per dozen. 
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ways,” he philosophized sagely. “Mommie 
said that over an’ over the land, p’r’aps 
far as you could go, you’d find ’em, and I 
s’pect no diff’rence where they are, hurts 
feels mostly the same way.” 

The small voice lapsed wearily into silence 
as his listener still remained unresponsive. 
Moments slipped away quickly, but, lost in 
a new line of thought, she seemed oblivious 
to the presence of the child, though in spite 
of herself she found her heart responding 
feebly to his fanatic mood as her eyes 
searched the heavens at his direction. Could 
it be possible there was a God like that 
somewhere? a Father who understood? A 
great longing to find Him surged over her. 
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The sun went down and reflected its lin- 
gering light from window to window of the 
cettages in the sleepy little valley. Lights 
began to twinkle here and there, and eve- 
ning’s dusk crept up over the land, wrapping 
all the world in a soft, shadowy embrace. 

“Well, I s’pose I must be goin’,” said the 
child. “’Tain’t as though they’d be a wor- 
ryin’ after me, though. They don’t take 
much notice when I slip in er out. I don’t 
know as I been much comfort,” he added, 
with a faltering little question in his voice. 
“But I heard ’em talkin’ ’bout it, how nobody 
loved you, and I thought us bein’ kind o’ the 
same, with nobody to look after us,” he 
paused a moment, “I thought we could kind 
of understand and sympathize together, so 
I just run up for awhile.” 

The woman winced at the statement that 
nobody loved her. A thought that before would 
have caused only scorn brought now a faint 
feeling of loss. But was it any wonder they 
did not love her? she asked of her half- 
awakened heart. When had she ever reached 
out a hand in any case of need? All un- 
conscious of the way the tiny child had led 
her, she was groping toward the light 
through the dim recesses of a long-starved 
soul. She noted the face of the little child 
as he edged slowly from his seat, a face 
which for all its baby lines was far too old 
for his years. Intense longing to mother 
him suddenly mastered her, and a sickening 
thought of how lonely the great house would 
be after he had trudged off down the road. 
With an impulse stronger than all resist- 
ance she sank on her knees and held out her 
white, jeweled hands. 


“Oh, won’t you stay and be my little 
boy?” she begged him. “Oh, I am so lonely 
since I have no boy any more!” 

He faced her, eyes wide with joyous rap- 
ture; then as quickly they clouded as his 
sensitive child-intuition feared pity in the 
woman’s offer. But before the outstretched 
arms and the yearning face his eyes blinded 
with tears and his baby heart melted with 
the hunger to be loved and wanted. 

She caught him to her as she broke into 
a very torrent of fierce, tempestuous weep- 
ing—blessed, drenching tears that left her 
shaken, but stilled—while the child’s hot 
little hands stroked her face as he had 
soothed his mother when she wept. 

After the little body had been bathed and 
clad in a soft sleeping-garment which had 


belonged to her son in the days long ago, 
the woman stood beside him as he lay sleep- 
ing in the long unused trundle-bed; then, 
fraught with memories poignant with pain, 
she filled a belated stocking. 

“I must satisfy his simple faith,” she told 
herself, and then. paused, arrested by the 
wonder of her thought. After all, could 
that faith be right? Was it merely a child- 
ish whim that had brought him there to her 
door that day, or was God answering the 
baby’s prayer through her? 


She crossed to the window and gazed on 
the peaceful scene before her. Like Bethle- 
hem of old, the little village lay sleeping be- 
neath the twinkling stars while the moon 
hung high and golden to smile its silver- 
tinged benediction on the world Christ came 
to save. Unseen by moral vision, angels 
seemed to be hovering near, even as on that 
long-ago first Christmas night. 


Suddenly into the woman’s soul shone a 
light like morning breaking. Into the ach- 
ing void of her life came a soft and sooth- 
ing peace. A miracle had been wrought in 
the great white house. The Christmas spir- 
it had been reborn in the guise of a little 
child. 


The woman lifted her tear-dimmed eyes 
to the sky. “Oh my Father,” she whispered, 
“IT understand at last that Thou dost love 
the world, for Thou didst give Thine only 
Son.”—Wilma Wintringham, in Western 
Christian Advocate. 





Deaths 


Wilfred J. O. Whitelock was born in the city of 
Huntington, Indiana, August 25, 1906, to Mr. and 
Mrs. Wilfred J. Whitelock, and died from injuries 
in an automobile accident 12:30 a. m., Sunday, De- 
cember 4, 1921, at the age of fifteen years, three 
months, and nine days. Surviving him are his par- 
ents, his grandparents, Judge and Mrs. O. W. White- 
lock, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Norton, of Chicago; and 
uncles and aunts, Clarence J. Whitelock, Florence 
Whitelock of this city, Mrs. Marietta Ramey Nor- 
man, Oklahoma, Mr. Wray Norton, of this city, and 
Merle Norton, of Chicago. He was a freshman in 
the Huntington High School and a member of the 
city Y. M. C. A. and Boy Scouts. At the early age 
of nine years he united with the First Christian 
Church under the pastorate of Rev. L. E. Smith. 
He was a boosting member of the B. Square Boys 
Sunday-school class of his church, Mr. Harry Frost, 
teacher. J. O. had many boy friends and was en- 
thusiastic in athletics. He was loving and lovable 
and made friends with everybody, young and old. 
The entire freshman class, consisting of about 200 
pupils, attended the services in a body and escorted 
the funeral procession from the church to Park 
Drive. The B. Square Sunday-school class attended 
the services in a body, as well as the Queen Esther 
class of the First Christian Church. 





Gifts for Sunday-school 
Classes 


Wall Mottoes 





No. 310—The Lord is Good. Size 44 
x 5% inches. Rural scenery with birds, 
sheep, rabbits, etc. Colored initial and 
borders with gold lines. Corded to hang. 


TEXTS 


1. He maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures, Psalm 23:2 


2. In all thy ways acknowledge Him. 
Proverbs 3:6 
3. The Blessing of the Lord, it maketh 
rich. Proverbs 10: 22 
4. Give thanks unto the Lord; for He is 
good. Psalm 106:1 

5. The Lord is my Shepherd. 


Psalm 23:1 
Price, 5c each. 


No. 630—Scripture Memory Hangers. 
Size 4% x 7% inches. 

An artistic and most charming series 
of Verse Cards, Landscape designs with 
flower garlands, lithographed in full 
colors on heavy art board of highest 
quality. Tied with silk cord. Each in 
strong envelope, Texts are executed in 
fancy lettering, with initials in colors 
gold outlined. 

A. The One Hundred and Third 
Psalm (Verses 1-11). 

B. The One Hundred and Twenty- 
first Psalm. 

Cc. The Thirty-first Psalm. 

PD. The Beatitudes. 

E. Love Never Faileth. 
thians 13, Verses 1-7.) 

F. The Twenty-third Psalm. 


Price, 10 cents each. 
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Official Information 


MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


B. Cochnower, R. R. 3, New Carlisle, Ind. 

. L. Everett, 1623 Maple St., Des Moines, Iowa. 

F. Hoagland, Raymond, Ohio. 

H. McDaniel, 927 Bryn Mawr Drive, Dayton, Ohio. 
P. Barrett, Reidsville, N. C. 

M. Morrow, 635 Atk'nson Ave., Detroit, Mich. 

. W. Page, Vaughnville, Ohio. 

J. E. Besemer, 64 Prospect St., Cortland, N. Y. 

L. W. Ryan, Buckland, Ohio. 

U. S. Johnson, Waldron, Ind. 

A. B. Kendall, 1023 Garfield Ave., Springfield, Ohio. 
Geo. W. Allen, 3265 South Logan St., Englewood, Colo. 
H. R. Clem, 410 Mendenhall St., Greensboro, N. C. 
Thos. C. House, Harrod, Ohio. 


PAMPERED 





CLEAR CREEK, INDIANA, CHURCH 


Rev. W. H. Denison, Superintendent of the For- 
ward Movement, will be with the Clear Creek Church, 
located five miles north of Winchester, Ind., on Sun- 
day, January 1, 1922. He will speak in the fore- 
noon, then begin again at 1:30 p. m., and continue 
two hours and a half, and will also speak at night. 
The afternoon program will be a demonstration of 


the group plan. 
Perer Wasson. 
1005 W. Powers St., Muncie, Indiana. 





The Plan Par Excellent 


HERE is no doubt in the world that a church paper of the right kind would 
be of inestimable value to the cause of Christ if every church member would 
® || take it and read it. It is the only and indispensable means by which each 


member can be kept constantly in touch with that larger church relationship 
of which he becomes a member the moment he joins his own local church. 
There is no more logical thing for any church to do, then, than to adopt the plan under 


which the Oronoque and Good Hope churches of the Northwestern Kansas Christian . 


Conference are working. Rev. C. E. Huff, a member of our Board of Education, is pas- 
tor of these churches. He says: 


BOTH churches voted to include The Herald of Gospel Liberty in the budget for next 

year, so that as soon as the plan can be put into effect every family of either 
church will receive the paper. As new families come into membership their names will 
be added to The Herald list. This cost will be met from the church treasury. This 
should prove one of the most valuable steps ever taken for the development and per- 
manence of the work. 


This is the plan par excellent. It is as logical for every church to furnish each 
home with its church paper as it is to furnish the homes with Sunday-school quarter- 
lies and other literature. And in the end, it would be far more helpful both to the 





church and to the Kingdom. To teach peo- 
ple to read a good religious periodical every 
week would be a mighty force in their lives 
and that of the church. We know of an- 
other denomination in which this plan has 
been extensively tried—and is growing con- 
stantly in favor. The churches, which have 
paid to put their paper into every home of 
the active membership, have found it a most 
profitable investment. How could they 
spend money to better advantage than that? 
And now that Brother Huff’s churches have 
taken the lead, we hope that a great number 
will follow the example and immediately 
plan to include in their budget enough to put 
The Herald into every home of the member- 
ship and keep it there as a definite and in- 
valuable part of its religious educational 


work. 
Do It Now 


If I wanted to do the most effective 
work possible for the Christian Church 
in America, and had at my disposal a 
large sum of money, I would place The 
Herald of Gospel Liberty in every home 
of the church for one year. Education 
in what the church stands for, what it 
must have in money, consecration, and 
enthusiasm to do its work, can all be 
obtained through the medium of the 
church paper. A short-sighted policy 
is to starve the paper and starve the 
church, the ministry, and the world. A 
paper is as necessary as acollege. You 
can not do a wiser thing than to do mis- 
sionary work right in the church homes. 
The church paper is the greatest of all 
preachers. 

W. J. Reynolds. 

Norwich, Conn, 
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